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February 10, 2026 File: MV2022L8-0008 

 MV2022L8-0009 

 

 

Mark Cliffe-Phillips 

Mackenzie Valley Review Board 

200 Scotia Centre 

Box 938, 5102-50th Avenue 

Yellowknife NT   X1A 2N7 Sent by email 

 

 

Dear Mark Cliffe-Phillips, 

 

Re: Yellowknife Lithium Project – Notice of Preliminary Screening Determination – Amendment 

Applications for Water Licence – Miscellaneous – Yellowknife, NT 

 

The Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board (Board) met on February 5, 2026, and considered the 

Application Packages from EREX International Ltd. (EREX) for Water Licence MV2022L8-0008 and Water 

Licence MV2022L8-0009 for the Yellowknife Lithium Project (Project) in accordance with the Mackenzie 

Valley Resource Management Act (MVRMA). 

 

The Board conducted a preliminary screening based on the public record for the proceedings. Based on 

the evidence provided, the Board is satisfied the screening has been completed according to section 125 

of the MVRMA and has decided not to refer the changes to the Project to environmental assessment. The 

Board’s Preliminary Screening Determination and Reasons for Decision, as required by section 121 of the 

MVRMA, is attached. 

 

If the Board does not receive notice of referral to environmental assessment, it can proceed with issuance 

of the amended Licence MV2022L8-0008 and Licence MV2022L8-0009 on February 21, 2026.   
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The Board and staff look forward to continued communications throughout the pause period. Please 

contact Kathy Racher via email or at (867) 766-7457 with any questions or concerns regarding this letter.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Tanya MacIntosh  

Chair, Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board 

 

BCC’d to:  Akaitcho Distribution List 

April Hayward – EREX  

Madison Jerhoff – EREX 

Katsky Venter – Consultant to EREX 

 

Attached:  Preliminary Screening Determination and Reasons for Decision 

mailto:kracher@mvlwb.com
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Preliminary Screening Determination and Reasons for Decision 
 

Water Licence Applications 

File Number MV2022L8-0008 & MV2022L8-0009 

Company  EREX International Ltd. 

Project Yellowknife Lithium Project 

Location Yellowknife, NT 

Activity Miscellaneous 

Date of Decision February 5, 2026 

 

1.0 Decision 

In accordance with subsection 124(1) of the Mackenzie Valley Resource Management Act (MVRMA), the 

Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board (MLWB or Board) met on February 5, 2026, to make a 

preliminary screening determination on the amendment Applications from EREX International Ltd. 

(Applicant) for Water Licence MV2022L8-0008 (Non-federal Licence)1 and Water Licence MV2022L8-

0009 (Federal Licence)2 for the Yellowknife Lithium Project (Project).3 

 

The Board has determined that some Project activities and areas are exempt from preliminary screening, 

because they were previously screened. The Applicant has proposed changes to a Project activity, 

however, and the Board has decided not to refer the proposed changes to the Project to the Mackenzie 

 
1 See MVLWB Online Registry (www.mvlwb.com) for EREX – Water Use Amendment – Non-Federal Application Form – Dec 
10_25. 
2 See MVLWB Online Registry for EREX – Water Use Amendment – Federal Application Form – Dec 10_25.  
3 The Project is the Yellowknife Lithium Project, which is the proposed development, where “development” is defined in Part 5 
of the MVRMA as: 
 “any undertaking, or any part or extension of an undertaking, that is carried out on land or water and includes an acquisition of 
lands pursuant to the Historic Sites and Monuments Act and measures carried out by a department or agency of government 
leading to the establishment of a park subject to the Canada National Parks Act or the establishment of a park under a 
territorial law.” 

http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/PDF/M-0.2.pdf
http://www.mvlwb.com/
https://mvlwb.ca/Documents/MV2022L8-0008/EREX%20-%20Water%20Use%20Amendment%20-%20Non-Federal%20Application%20Form%20-%20Dec%2010_25.pdf
https://mvlwb.ca/Documents/MV2022L8-0008/EREX%20-%20Water%20Use%20Amendment%20-%20Non-Federal%20Application%20Form%20-%20Dec%2010_25.pdf
https://mvlwb.ca/Documents/MV2022L8-0009/EREX%20-%20Water%20Use%20Amendment%20-%20Federal%20Application%20Form%20-%20Dec%2010_25.pdf
http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/PDF/M-0.2.pdf
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Valley Environmental Impact Review Board (the Review Board) for Environmental Assessment because, 

based on the evidence, it is the Board’s opinion that the proposed changes to the Project will not have a 

significant adverse impact on the environment or be a cause of public concern.  

 

The Board’s determinations, including reasons for its decisions, are detailed in sections 3.0 and 4.0.  

 

2.0 List of Defined Terms and Acronyms 

Applicant EREX International Ltd.  

Applications 
The complete application package submitted by the Applicant for Water Licence 

MV2022L8-0008 & MV2022L8-0009 

Board Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board 

EA Environmental Assessment 

Federal Licence MV2022L8-0009 

GNWT  Government of the Northwest Territories  

GNWT-ECC Government of the Northwest Territories – Environment and Climate Change 

Inspector An Inspector designated under subsection 65(1) of the Waters Act 

LWBs Land and Water Boards of the Mackenzie Valley 

MVLWB or Board Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board  

MVRMA  Mackenzie Valley Resource Management Act  

Non-federal Licence MV2022L8-0008 

ORS Online Review System (www.new.onlinereviewsystem.ca) 

Party 
As per the LWB Rules of Procedure, an applicant, a person, or an organization 

participating in the regulatory proceeding for the Applications.  

Project  
Yellowknife Lithium Project, which is the proposed development (as defined in Part 5 of 

the MVRMA).4   

Review Board Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board 

SNP Surveillance Network Program 

Standard Licence 

Conditions 
LWB Standard Water Licence Conditions Template 

 

3.0 Background and Scope of Screening 

Project History 

On January 3, 2023, the Board issued a type A Permit and two type B Licences to EREX to conduct mineral 

exploration and associated activities to estimate lithium resources in pegmatite dykes east of Yellowknife 

for the Project, which is located in both non-federal and federal areas.  

 

 
4 “development” is defined in Part 5 of the MVRMA as: 
“any undertaking, or any part or extension of an undertaking, that is carried out on land or water and includes an acquisition of 
lands pursuant to the Historic Sites and Monuments Act and measures carried out by a department or agency of government 
leading to the establishment of a park subject to the Canada National Parks Act or the establishment of a park under a 
territorial law.” 

http://www.justice.gov.nt.ca/en/files/legislation/waters/waters.a.pdf
http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/PDF/M-0.2.pdf
http://www.new.onlinereviewsystem.ca/
https://mvlwb.com/media/743/download?inline=
https://mvlwb.com/media/1850/download?inline
http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/PDF/M-0.2.pdf
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EREX is authorized to open and maintain the existing Thompson-Lundmark winter access road north of 

Hidden Lake and use a camp previously used for reclamation work at Hidden Lake Gold Mine as the main 

Project camp for a drilling program on mineral leases north of Hidden Lake. The Project also includes 

smaller drill programs at the other various mineral leases and use of temporary satellite camps.  

 

The scope and activities for the Project were screened by the Board on December 22, 2022,5 May 17, 

2023,6 and December 1, 2023.7 

 

Description of Applications 

On December 10, 2025, EREX applied for an amendment to add seven water sources under the Non-

federal Licence (associated with the “VO” mineral lease), and to incorporate changes associated with the 

July 2024 LWB Reference Bulletin – Water Use8 (Water Use Reference Bulletin) into the Non-federal 

Licence and Federal Licence.9 10 Specifically, EREX requested to: 
 

• change Part D, Condition 2 (MAXIMUM VOLUME – YELLOWKNIFE LITHIUM PROJECT) to exempt 

water use associated with ice bridges as per the Water Use Reference Bulletin; and  

• add a condition to require EREX to provide water source depth to the Board and Inspector prior 

to using the water source.  

 

Engagement 

An Engagement Record11 was included in the Application. EREX engaged with the parties listed in their 

approved Engagement Plan (Version 2),12 including:  

• Tłıc̨hǫ Government (TG) 

• Akaitcho Dene First Nation (IMA Screening Board) 

• Yellowknives Dene First Nation (YKDFN) 

• Denıńu Ku ̨́ę ́First Nation (DKFN) 

• Łutselk’e First Nation (LKFN) 

• North Slave Métis Alliance (NSMA) 

• Pontoon Lake/Ingraham Trail Cabin Owners 

 

As evidenced through the Engagement Record, EREX engaged with parties about the Amendment 

Applications from October 10, 2025, to December 18, 2025. EREX followed up with phone calls and 

meetings where appropriate. Specifically, EREX met with NSMA on October 28, 2025, and YKDFN on 

 
5 See MVLWB Online Registry (www.mvlwb.com) for EREX – Notification – Preliminary Screening Determination – Dec22_22.  
6 See MVLWB Online Registry for EREX – Amendment Application – Notification – Preliminary Screening Determination – 
May17_23.  
7 See MVLWB Online Registry for EREX – Amendment – Notification – Preliminary Screening Determination – Dec1_23. 
8 See MVLWB Reference Bulletins webpage to access the LWB Reference Bulletin – Water Use – Jul 22_24. 
9 See MVLWB Online Registry for EREX – Water Use Amendment – Non-Federal Application Form – Dec 10_25. 
10 See MVLWB Online Registry for EREX – Water Use Amendment – Federal Application Form – Dec 10_25. 
11 See MVLWB Online Registry for EREX – Water Use Amendment – Engagement Record – Dec 19_25. 
12 See MVLWB Online Registry for EREX – Amendment Application – Engagement Plan and Updated Record V2 – Mar17_23.  

https://mvlwb.com/media/864/download?inline
http://www.mvlwb.com/
https://mvlwb.ca/Documents/MV2022C0021/EREX%20-%20Notification%20-%20Preliminary%20Screening%20Determination%20-%20Dec22_22.pdf
https://mvlwb.ca/Documents/MV2022C0021/EREX%20%E2%80%93%20Amendment%20Application%20-%20Notification%20-%20Preliminary%20Screening%20Determination%20-%20May17_23.pdf
https://mvlwb.ca/Documents/MV2022C0021/EREX%20%E2%80%93%20Amendment%20Application%20-%20Notification%20-%20Preliminary%20Screening%20Determination%20-%20May17_23.pdf
https://mvlwb.ca/Documents/MV2022C0021/EREX%20-%20Amendment%20-%20Notification%20-%20Preliminary%20Screening%20Determination%20-%20Dec1_23.pdf
https://mvlwb.com/media/864/download?inline
https://mvlwb.ca/Documents/MV2022L8-0008/EREX%20-%20Water%20Use%20Amendment%20-%20Non-Federal%20Application%20Form%20-%20Dec%2010_25.pdf
https://mvlwb.ca/Documents/MV2022L8-0009/EREX%20-%20Water%20Use%20Amendment%20-%20Federal%20Application%20Form%20-%20Dec%2010_25.pdf
https://mvlwb.ca/Documents/MV2022L8-0009/EREX%20-%20Water%20Use%20Amendment%20-%20Engagement%20Record%20-%20Dec%2019_25.pdf.pdf
https://mvlwb.ca/Documents/MV2022L8-0009/EREX%20-%20Amendment%20Application%20-%20Engagement%20Plan%20and%20Updated%20Record%20V2%20-%20Mar17_23.pdf
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November 1, 2025. The Board did not identify outstanding engagement concerns in the Engagement 

Record.  

 

The Applications includes proposed changes to the Project. Under Part 1, Schedule 1, section 2.1 of the 

Exemption List Regulations to the MVRMA, project areas and activities that have already been subject to 

Part 5 of the MVRMA are exempt from preliminary screening. The new Project activity require screening 

by the Board in accordance with subsection 124(1) of the MVRMA.  

 

In accordance with paragraph 125(1)(a) of the MVRMA, the Board must conduct a preliminary screening 

of the proposed changes to the Project to determine and report to the Review Board whether, in its 

opinion: 

• the proposed changes to the Project might have a significant adverse impact on the environment, 

or  

• might be a cause of public concern.  

The details of the Board’s analysis are set out in section 4.0 below.  

 

3.1 Scope of Screening 

Previously Screened or Assessed Areas and Activities 

The area impacted by the Project that was previously screened is shown in Figure 1 of the Project 

Description provided by EREX with the March 3, 2023, Amendment Applications (see map on page 3).13 

This includes the VO mineral leases; therefore, no new areas were proposed for the Water Use 

Amendment Applications.  

 

Activities that the Board understands to have been previously considered,14 and which therefore do not 

require preliminary screening at this time, are listed below: 
 

• Drilling, including diamond core and reverse circulation drilling; 

• Saw-cut channel sampling; 

• Trenching; 

• Use of explosives; 

• Use of equipment, vehicles, and machines; 

• Use and storage of fuel; 

• Construction, operation, and maintenance of winter roads; 

• Construction, operation, and maintenance of camps; 

• Withdrawal of water for drilling and camp consumption; 

• Depositing of drill cuttings and Sewage into Sumps; and 

• Progressive Reclamation and associated closure and reclamation activities. 

 
13 See MVLWB Online Registry for EREX – Amendment Application – Project Description – Mar3_23. 
14 See MVLWB Online Registry for EREX – Notification – Preliminary Screening Determination – Dec22_22; EREX – Amendment 
Application – Notification – Preliminary Screening Determination – May17_23; EREX – Amendment – Notification – Preliminary 
Screening Determination – Dec1_23.  

http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/PDF/M-0.2.pdf
http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/PDF/M-0.2.pdf
https://mvlwb.ca/Documents/MV2022L8-0008/EREX%20-%20Amendment%20Application%20-%20Project%20Description%20-%20Mar3_23.pdf
https://mvlwb.ca/Documents/MV2022C0021/EREX%20-%20Notification%20-%20Preliminary%20Screening%20Determination%20-%20Dec22_22.pdf
https://mvlwb.ca/Documents/MV2022C0021/EREX%20%E2%80%93%20Amendment%20Application%20-%20Notification%20-%20Preliminary%20Screening%20Determination%20-%20May17_23.pdf
https://mvlwb.ca/Documents/MV2022C0021/EREX%20%E2%80%93%20Amendment%20Application%20-%20Notification%20-%20Preliminary%20Screening%20Determination%20-%20May17_23.pdf
https://mvlwb.ca/Documents/MV2022C0021/EREX%20-%20Amendment%20-%20Notification%20-%20Preliminary%20Screening%20Determination%20-%20Dec1_23.pdf
https://mvlwb.ca/Documents/MV2022C0021/EREX%20-%20Amendment%20-%20Notification%20-%20Preliminary%20Screening%20Determination%20-%20Dec1_23.pdf
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The Board has decided to administratively update the scope of the Non-federal Licence and Federal 

Licence to add withdrawal of water to construct and maintain winter roads. This is because:  
 

• Part D of the Non-federal Licence and Federal Licence previously authorized using water to 

construct and maintain winter roads;  

• The scopes of the Non-federal Licence and Federal Licence previously included constructing, 

operating, and maintaining winter roads; and  

• The Board’s December 1, 2023, Preliminary Screening for the Amendment Applications for the 

Project included withdrawing water for winter road construction and maintenance in the ECHO 

area. 15 

The previous records show that the Non-federal Licence and Federal Licence authorize EREX to use water 

to construct and maintain winter roads, but the current scope of the Non-federal Licence and Federal 

Licence do not reflect it. Therefore, the Board is amending Part A, Condition 1 i) to include winter roads: 

“withdrawal of water for Winter Roads, drilling, and camp consumption”.  

 

Activity Considered for Screening 

Although the Board has previously considered the impacts and mitigations of using water for the Project, 

the Board has decided to complete a more comprehensive screening of the entire Project area for use of 

water. This is because:  
 

• The Water Use Amendment Applications are requesting the water use limit to align with the 

Board’s Water Use Reference Bulletin. This means the water use limit for all water sources will 

exclude constructing and maintaining ice bridges, and water used may be higher than previously 

screened. The Board needs to consider the impacts and mitigations of overall water usage 

increasing for all water sources. 

• Although the December 1, 2023, Preliminary Screening considered the impacts and mitigation of 

using water to construct and maintain winter roads, it was only limited to the water sources in 

the ECHO area.16 The Board must consider the impacts and mitigation of water withdrawal in the 

VO area and the entire Project area. 

• The Board must consider the impacts and mitigations of the entire Project area to meet Part 5 of 

the MVRMA. 

As discussed above, the scope of the screening includes withdrawal of water for winter roads, drilling, and 

camp consumption. 

 

The screening includes all previously approved water sources for the Project, as well as the seven 

additional water sources associated with the VO mineral lease that EREX included in the Non-federal 

Licence Amendment Application (that have not yet been subject to preliminary screening). The water 

sources that this preliminary screening applies to are included in Appendix A.  

 

 
15 See MVLWB Online Registry for EREX – Amendment – Notification – Preliminary Screening Determination – Dec1_23.  
16 See MVLWB Online Registry for EREX – Amendment – Notification – Preliminary Screening Determination – Dec1_23. 

https://mvlwb.ca/Documents/MV2022C0021/EREX%20-%20Amendment%20-%20Notification%20-%20Preliminary%20Screening%20Determination%20-%20Dec1_23.pdf
https://mvlwb.ca/Documents/MV2022C0021/EREX%20-%20Amendment%20-%20Notification%20-%20Preliminary%20Screening%20Determination%20-%20Dec1_23.pdf
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Water withdrawal for the Project is limited to 299 m3/day for all water sources listed in Appendix A. This 

limit applies to all uses, excluding ice bridge construction and maintenance as per the Water Use 

Reference Bulletin.  

 

3.2 Public Record and Regulatory Proceeding 

To assist the Board in its preliminary screening determination for the Project, the Board distributed the 

Applications and draft Non-federal and Federal Licences for public review on December 19, 2025, inviting 

reviewers to provide comments and recommendations on the Applications and the preliminary screening 

(e.g., on impacts and mitigation measures) using the Online Review System (ORS). Comments were due 

January 21, 2026, with responses from the Applicant due January 26, 2026. The Board received comments 

and recommendations from Government of the Northwest Territories – Department of Environment and 

Climate Change (GNWT-ECC); GNWT-ECC Inspector; Crown Indigenous Relations and Northern Affairs 

Canada (CIRNAC) Inspector; and Department of Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO). A member of the 

public submitted comments and recommendations on the Applications after the comment due date, on 

January 23, 2026. The Applicant responded to the Parties’ comments and recommendations, including 

those submitted after the due date.17  

 

Since there were no requests to extend the reviewer comment deadline, the Board is satisfied that a 

reasonable period of notice was given to affected communities and First Nations, as required by 

subsection 63(2) of the MVRMA.  

 

Pursuant to Schedule 4.1 of Northwest Territory Métis Nation (NWTMN) Interim Measures Agreement,18 

the Board determined that written notice was given to the NWTMN and that a reasonable period of time 

was allowed for NWTMN to make representations with respect to the Applications. 

 

Pursuant to subsection 1.6, paragraphs (a) and (b) of the Akaitcho Territory Dene First Nations (ATDFN) 

Interim Measures Agreement,19 the Board determined that written notice was given to the ATDFN and 

that a reasonable period of time was allowed for ATDFN to make representations with respect to the 

Applications. 

 

The Board is also satisfied that notice of the Application was provided to the Ghotelnene K’odtįneh Dene 

(formerly Manitoba Denesuline) and that a reasonable period of time was provided for the Ghotelnene 

K’odtįneh Dene to make representations to the Board in accordance with section 63 of the MVRMA.  

 

 
17 See MVLWB Online Review System for EREX International Ltd. – Yellowknife Lithium Project – Type B Water Licence 
Amendment Applications – Dec 19_25. 
18 See MVLWB Land Claims, IMAs, and Land Use Plans webpage to access the Northwest Territory Métis Nation Interim 
Measures Agreement. 
19 See MVLWB Land Claims, IMAs, and Land Use Plans webpage to access the Akaitcho Territory Dene First Nations Interim 
Measures Agreement. 

http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/PDF/M-0.2.pdf
https://mvlwb.com/media/627/download?inline
https://mvlwb.com/media/682/download?inline
https://mvlwb.com/media/682/download?inline
http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/PDF/M-0.2.pdf
https://new.onlinereviewsystem.ca/review/4A61E77B-09DD-F011-8196-6045BD606BC4
https://new.onlinereviewsystem.ca/review/4A61E77B-09DD-F011-8196-6045BD606BC4
https://mvlwb.com/media/627/download?inline
https://mvlwb.com/media/627/download?inline
https://mvlwb.com/media/682/download?inline
https://mvlwb.com/media/682/download?inline


 

MV2022L8-0008 MV2022L8-0009 – EREX International Ltd. – Yellowknife Lithium Project Page 7 of 17 

The Board is also satisfied that notice of the Application was provided to the Saskatchewan Denesuline 

and that a reasonable period of time was provided for the Saskatchewan Denesuline to make 

representations to the Board in accordance with section 63 of the MVRMA.  

 

4.0 Potential Impacts and Proposed Mitigations 

Table 1 below summarizes: 
 

• the potential impacts of the proposed changes to the Project; 

• the concerns that were identified during the regulatory proceeding and how the Applicant 

addressed those concerns;  

• the proposed and potential mitigations for the potential impacts; and 

• the Board’s analysis of the potential impacts and proposed mitigations. 

 

 

http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/PDF/M-0.2.pdf


 

MV2022L8-0008 MV2022L8-0009 – EREX International Ltd. – Yellowknife Lithium Project Page 8 of 17 

Table 1: Potential Impacts and Proposed Mitigations for the Proposed Changes to the Project 
 

Potential 

Impact 
Activity 

Proposed Mitigations 

Description of measures to reduce potential impacts, including consideration of 

cumulative impacts and climate change. 

Board Analysis and Determination 

Water flow or 

level changes, 

changes in 

water quality, 

changes to 

aquatic habitat 

Withdrawal of water 

for winter roads, 

drilling, and camp 

consumption 

• The Applicant proposed the following mitigations in the Applications: 

o A drill is expected to use 45 m3/day, while water use from multiple 

drills will remain at or below 299 m3/day from any source on any single 

day.20 

o A seasonal fly camp may use 5 m3/day, up to 299 m3/day.21 

o Ice-bridge water use will vary depending on natural ice development, 

timing of winter road development, and vehicle weight.  

▪ All water uses, including those for ice-bridges, will remain within 

the allowable limit for each individual waterbody, representing 

10% of the calculated volume. Guidance from the Board and 

Fisheries and Oceans Canada consider this quantity to be 

protective of the environment.  

▪ For example, approximately 2,000 m3 of water could be needed for 

ice bridge development and maintenance at Pontoon Lake; this 

represents less than 1% of Pontoon Lake’s available annual 

capacity (324,100 m3). 22 

o EREX will provide water source depth measurements to the Board and 

Inspector prior to water source use. 23 

• The Board has standard licence conditions that are typically used to 

mitigate the identified potential impacts. These standard conditions 

include:24` 

o COMPLY WITH SURVEILLANCE NETWORK PROGRAM 

Based on the described mitigations, it is 

the Board’s opinion that the proposed 

activities will not have a significant 

adverse impact on the environment and 

will not be a cause of public concern 

because the proposed mitigation 

measures, including possible conditions, 

are effective and reliability. 

 

 
20 See MVLWB Online Registry for EREX – Water Use Amendment – Project Description – Dec 19_25.  
21 Ibid. 
22 Ibid. 
23 Ibid. 
24 See the MVLWB Policies and Resources webpage to access the LWB Standard Water Licence Conditions Template. 

https://mvlwb.ca/Documents/MV2022L8-0009/EREX%20-%20Water%20Use%20Amendment%20-%20Project%20Description%20-%20Dec%2019_25.pdf.pdf
https://mvlwb.com/media/1850/download?inline


 

MV2022L8-0008 MV2022L8-0009 – EREX International Ltd. – Yellowknife Lithium Project Page 9 of 17 

Potential 

Impact 
Activity 

Proposed Mitigations 

Description of measures to reduce potential impacts, including consideration of 

cumulative impacts and climate change. 

Board Analysis and Determination 

o WATER SOURCE AND MAXIMUM VOLUME 

o LENTIC WATER SOURCE – MINIMUM DEPTH 

o WATER SOURCE DEPTH VERIFICATION 

o WATER INTAKE SCREEN 
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4.1 Consideration of Potential Impacts  

Based on the potential impacts and proposed mitigations identified above in Table 1, the Board considered 

whether the changes to the Project might have a significant adverse impact on the environment. In 

general, impacts of the changes to the Project on the environment can be mitigated through the use of 

licence conditions of two general types: 

1. conditions in the existing Non-federal Licence and Federal Licence including requirements for 

management and monitoring plans, with revisions where necessary; and 

2. new or unique conditions that may be needed to mitigate potential impacts of the changes to 

the Project that may not be addressed by the conditions in the existing Non-federal Licence and 

Federal Licence, and which may be from the Board’s standard conditions list or established by 

the Board as per the LWB Standard Process for Creating New Conditions. 

 

These conditions may include requirements for management and monitoring plans that provide detailed 

information regarding the implementation of mitigation measures and the evaluation of their 

effectiveness. 

 

A draft Non-federal Licence and a draft Federal Licence were circulated for review during the regulatory 

proceeding, and all Parties were given the opportunity to provide comments and recommendations on 

the draft conditions. In finalizing the conditions, the Board will consider all of the evidence provided 

through the regulatory proceeding. 

 

4.2 Consideration of Public Concern 

In addition to considering the potential impacts of the changes to the Project, the Board considered 

whether the changes to the Project might be a cause of public concern. 

 

Based on the evidence provided during the regulatory proceeding, the Board did not identify any 

comments or issues that indicate that the Project is a cause of public concern. 

 

5.0 Conclusion 

The Board completed a preliminary screening of the Project on December 22, 2022, May 17, 2023, and 

December 1, 2023;25 however, the Applications include proposed changes to the Project. Accordingly, the 

Board has determined that Project activities that have already been subject to Part 5 of the MVRMA are 

exempt from preliminary screening under Part 1, Schedule 1, section 2.1 of the Exemption List Regulations 

to the MVRMA. The Board has conducted a preliminary screening of the proposed changes to the Project.  

 

 

 
25 See MVLWB Online Registry for EREX – Notification – Preliminary Screening Determination – Dec22_22; EREX – Amendment 
Application – Notification – Preliminary Screening Determination – May17_23; EREX – Amendment – Notification – Preliminary 
Screening Determination – Dec1_23.  

https://mvlwb.com/media/1670/download?inline
http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/PDF/M-0.2.pdf
https://mvlwb.ca/Documents/MV2022C0021/EREX%20-%20Notification%20-%20Preliminary%20Screening%20Determination%20-%20Dec22_22.pdf
https://mvlwb.ca/Documents/MV2022C0021/EREX%20%E2%80%93%20Amendment%20Application%20-%20Notification%20-%20Preliminary%20Screening%20Determination%20-%20May17_23.pdf
https://mvlwb.ca/Documents/MV2022C0021/EREX%20%E2%80%93%20Amendment%20Application%20-%20Notification%20-%20Preliminary%20Screening%20Determination%20-%20May17_23.pdf
https://mvlwb.ca/Documents/MV2022C0021/EREX%20-%20Amendment%20-%20Notification%20-%20Preliminary%20Screening%20Determination%20-%20Dec1_23.pdf
https://mvlwb.ca/Documents/MV2022C0021/EREX%20-%20Amendment%20-%20Notification%20-%20Preliminary%20Screening%20Determination%20-%20Dec1_23.pdf
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The Board has reviewed all the evidence received during the regulatory process with respect to the 

Preliminary Screening of the proposed changes to the Project. Based on the evidence, it is the Board’s 

opinion that the proposed changes to the Project will not have a significant adverse impact on the 

environment or be a cause of public concern, as set out in paragraph 125(1)(a) of the MVRMA. The Board 

has therefore decided not to refer the proposed changes to the Project to Environmental Assessment. 

 

If the Board does not receive a notice of referral to environmental assessment by February 20, 2026, the 

Board can issue the amended Non-Federal Water Licence and amended Federal Licence on February 21, 

2026. 

 

 

SIGNATURE 

 

  

February 10, 2026 

Tanya MacIntosh, Chair 

Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board 

 Date 

 

  

http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/PDF/M-0.2.pdf
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Annex A: Potential Water Sources for the Project and Available Capacity Under-Ice 
 

Water 

Source 

Name and 

Type 

Geographic Coordinates in 

decimal degrees 

Purpose of Water Use Available 

Capacity26 

(m3) 1F 

 

Latitude Longitude 

Non-Federal Areas  

Lake 1 62.57192949 -113.4998973 Drilling, drill trails and pads 3,721 

Lake 2 62.57553903 -113.4998994 Drilling, drill trails and pads 2,286 

Lake 3 62.57621547 -113.4941418 Drilling, drill trails and pads, Winter Roads 4,140 

Lake 4 62.58066714 -113.5013641 Drilling, drill trails and pads 2,988 

Lake 5 62.57771982 -113.4876575 Drilling, drill trails and pads, Winter Roads 1,828 

Lake 6 62.58056913 -113.4867888   Drilling, drill trails and pads, Winter Roads 1,968 

Lake 7 62.58438234 -113.4813769 Drilling, drill trails and pads, Winter Roads 2,807 

Lake 8 62.58918924 -113.4903848 Drilling, drill trails and pads, Winter Roads  33,770 

Lake 9 62.58472263 -113.5106554  Drilling, drill trails and pads 7,284 

Lake 10 62.59268952 -113.5131188 Drilling, drill trails and pads 13,900 

Lake 11 62.59741335 -113.4735664 Drilling, drill trails and pads 29,110 

Lake 12 62.58961989 -113.4623981  Drilling 1,868 

Lake 13 62.59934745 -113.4993244 Drilling 11,603 

Lake 14 62.58432114 -113.4766796 Drilling 1,552 

Lake 15 62.58151314 -113.457307 Drilling 25,500 

Lake 16 62.57363202 -113.4653004 Drilling 14,090 

Lake 17 62.56948023 -113.4644386 Drilling 5,974 

Lake 18 – 

Hidden Lake 

62.53187000 -113.5195400 Drilling, camp, Winter Roads 2,036,000 

Lake 19 62.55485883 -113.4685825 Drilling 3,369 

Lake 20 62.54774154 -113.4764870 Drilling, drill trails and pads 7,599 

Lake 21 62.54954550 -113.4650934 Drilling 3,336 

Lake 22 62.54418204 -113.4928998 Winter Roads 4,691 

Lake 23 62.53850830 -113.4862178 Winter Roads 6,440 

Lake 24 62.53634349 -113.4780336 Winter Roads 8,122 

Lake 25 62.53195608 -113.4840341 Winter Roads 5,243 

Lake 26 62.52338826 -113.4784220 Winter Roads 16,190 

Lake 27 62.51247639 -113.4701442 Winter Roads 46,700 

Lake 28 62.50638735 -113.4569956 Winter Roads 6,348 

Lake 29 62.50644477 -113.4514562 Winter Roads 1,091 

Lake 30 62.50248612 -113.4475967 Winter Roads 4,495 

Lake 31 62.49805128 -113.450598 Winter Roads 250 

Lake 32 62.48918214 -113.4267120 Winter Roads 45,930 

Lake 33 – 

Pickerel Lake 

62.49313170 -113.4627415 Winter Roads 156,530 

 
26 Available capacity calculated based on the LWB Method for Determining Winter Water Source Capacity for Small-Scale 
Developments. 

https://mvlwb.com/media/1622/download?inline
https://mvlwb.com/media/1622/download?inline
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Water 

Source 

Name and 

Type 

Geographic Coordinates in 

decimal degrees 

Purpose of Water Use Available 

Capacity26 

(m3) 1F 

 

Latitude Longitude 

Lake 34 – Reid 

Lake 

62.46878949 -113.4044136 Winter Roads 617,300 

Lake N1 62.5261617 -114.1374017 Drilling 1,329 

Lake N2 62.53567722 -114.1299882 Drilling 3,119 

Lake N3 62.5303557 -114.1082615 Drilling 7,424 

Lake N4 62.53545735 -114.1425446 Drilling 2,349 

Lake N5 62.52588477 -114.1599319 Drilling 14,940 

Lake N6 62.15377356 -114.1447082 Drilling 48,640 

Pontoon Lake 62.54235648 -114.0179422 Winter Roads 324,100 

Bighill Lake 62.51000562 -114.0358298 Drilling, drill trails and pads, Winter Roads 448,260 

Egg Lake 62.48974797 -114.0292066 Drilling, drill trails and pads, Winter Roads 87,176 

Lake B1 62.49996955 -114.0075306 Drilling, drill trails and pads 5,345 

Lake B2 62.50246400 -113.9871946 Drilling, drill trails and pads, Winter Roads 15,888 

Lake B3 62.48953467 -113.9904414 Drilling, drill trails and pads, Winter Roads 40,960 

Lake B4 62.50520565 -113.9715706 Drilling, drill trails and pads, Winter Roads 36,480 

Lake B5 62.50850622 -113.996407 Drilling, drill trails and pads, Winter Roads 4,477 

Lake B6 62.51999517 -114.0151896 Winter Roads 27,730 

Tanco Lake 62.42667000 -112.1879400 Drilling, camp 422,700 

Lake T2 62.43112900 -112.1931700 Drilling, camp 15,970 

Lake T3 62.41929300 -112.1619610 Drilling 92,494 

Thompson Lake 62.61395657 -113.4995663 Drilling, drill trails and pads, Winter Roads 274,700 

Lake 39 62.60375838 -113.4999925 Drilling, drill trails and pads, Winter Roads 5,123 

Lake 41 62.56561122 -113.4941854 Drilling, drill trails and pads, Winter Roads 4,835 

Lake 42 62.55940869 -113.4927950 Drilling, drill trails and pads, Winter Roads 4,122 

Lake 43 62.51342508 -113.4381506 Winter Roads 7,872 

Lake 44 62.48885832 -113.4437242 Winter Roads 7,095 

Buckham 

Lake 

62.30712 -112.633 Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads 109,135 

Campbell Lake 62.3281 -112.944 Winter Roads 109,135 

Dorothy Lake 62.45168 -112.534 Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads 109,135 

E10 62.38078  -112.941  Winter Roads 106,881 

E11 62.38914 -112.836  Winter Roads 51,184 

E12 62.37993  -112.811  Winter Roads 6,194 

E14 62.37166  -112.795  Winter Roads 39,864 

E15 62.37377  -112.748  Winter Roads, camps 52,955 

E16 62.4089  -112.829  Winter Roads 579 

E17 62.40923  -112.825  Winter Roads 264 

E18 62.424  -112.808  Winter Roads 100,706 

E19 62.40651  -112.731  Winter Roads 109,135 

E2 62.44632  -113.344  Winter Roads 1,312 
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Water 

Source 

Name and 

Type 

Geographic Coordinates in 

decimal degrees 

Purpose of Water Use Available 

Capacity26 

(m3) 1F 

 

Latitude Longitude 

E20 62.40098  -112.654  Winter Roads 73,895 

E21 62.405  -112.629  Winter Roads 7,162 

E22 62.41459  -112.62  Winter Roads 24,155 

E23 62.4252  -112.604  Winter Roads 34,546 

E25 62.43421  -112.568  Winter Roads 4,169 

E26 62.42801  -112.516  Winter Roads 8,840 

E27 62.4478  -112.477  Winter Roads 109,135 

E28 62.44666  -112.45  Winter Roads 3,428 

E29 62.44687  -112.44  Winter Roads 13,907 

E3 62.44162  -113.336  Winter Roads 105,459 

E30 62.44774  -112.285  Winter Roads, camp 20,495 

E31 62.44915  -112.25  Winter Roads 15,193 

E34 62.38629  -113.054  Winter Roads 109,135 

E35 62.35137  -113.004  Winter Roads 45,351 

E36 62.35451  -113.258  Winter Roads 17,522 

E37 62.35449  -113.237  Winter Roads 25,267 

E38 62.33988  -113.061  Winter Roads 31,034 

E39 62.37754  -112.915  Winter Roads 55,911 

E4 62.43419  -113.363  Winter Roads 20,278 

E40 62.37882  -112.819  Winter Roads 3,291 

E41 62.37821  -112.8  Winter Roads 4,209 

E42 62.37547  -112.723  Winter Roads, camp  23,049 

 

E43 62.36553  -112.717  Winter Roads, camp  16,815 

 

E44 62.37527  -112.763  Winter Roads, camp  7,621 

 

E45 62.38478  -112.808  Winter Roads 17,531 

E46 62.40584 -112.812  Winter Roads 14,569 

E47 62.40453  -112.876  Winter Roads 19,347 

E48 62.41006  -112.86  Winter Roads 27,667 

E49 62.41478  -112.832  Winter Roads 14,948 

E5 62.42464  -113.353  Winter Roads 2,675 

E50 62.39444  -112.644  Winter Roads 27,655 

E51 62.43519  -112.51  Winter Roads 23,623 

E52 62.44074  -112.504  Winter Roads 20,149 

E53 62.42143  -112.519  Winter Roads 19,931 

E54 62.4412  -112.559  Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads 20,998 

 

E55 62.40205  -112.853  Winter Roads 23,356 
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Water 

Source 

Name and 

Type 

Geographic Coordinates in 

decimal degrees 

Purpose of Water Use Available 

Capacity26 

(m3) 1F 

 

Latitude Longitude 

E6 62.3626  -113.268  Winter Roads 43,856 

E7 62.36125  -113.246  Winter Roads 7,242 

E8 62.37762  -113.217  Winter Roads 109,135 

E9 62.37297  -112.972  Winter Roads 6,331 

FF1  62.2968  -112.854  Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads  109,135 

FF10 62.30512  -112.786  Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads  7,662 

FF11 62.3082  -112.774  Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads  10,636 

FF12 62.30392  -112.769  Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads  12,840 

FF13 62.29614  -112.802  Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads  60,093 

FF14 62.29677  -112.815  Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads  6,019 

FF15 62.29062  -112.824  Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads  8,478 

FF17 62.2388  -112.705  Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads  4,453 

FF18 62.2368  -112.691  Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads  2,250 

FF19 62.2263  -112.676  Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads  8,772 

FF2 62.31148  -112.838  Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads  15,013 

FF20 62.22594  -112.688  Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads 8,651 

FF21 62.22213  -112.703  Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads 13,441 

FF22 62.21851  -112.723  Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads 33,490 

FF23 62.22715  -112.721  Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads 12,180 

FF24 62.22541  -112.735  Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads 1,205 

FF25 62.20269  -112.654  Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads 37,000 

FF26 62.19443  -112.654  Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads 5,843 

FF27 62.19009  -112.654 Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads 5,693 

FF28 62.18076  -112.673  Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads 74,909 

FF29 62.18265  -112.723  Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads 33,461 

FF3 62.31318  -112.819  Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads 5,740 

FF30 62.20177  -112.73  Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads 109,135 

FF31 62.2015  -112.76  Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads 59,535 

FF32 62.21291  -112.764  Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads 1,953 

FF33 62.20917  -112.699  Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads 3,814 

FF34 62.20472  -112.7  Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads 12,599 

FF35 62.19695  -112.684  Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads 16,880 

FF36 62.1938  -112.7  Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads 25,852 

FF37 62.19036  -112.715  Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads 8,292 

FF38 62.18567  -112.702  Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads 3,823 

FF39 62.18984  -112.682  Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads 12,086 

FF4 62.31322  -112.809  Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads 2,218 

FF40 62.18537  -112.676 Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads 2,652 

FF41 62.19013  -112.672  Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads 7,714 

FF42 62.18999  -112.662  Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads 2,958 
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Water 

Source 

Name and 

Type 

Geographic Coordinates in 

decimal degrees 

Purpose of Water Use Available 

Capacity26 

(m3) 1F 

 

Latitude Longitude 

FF43 62.21843  -112.74  Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads 8,216 

FF44 62.22587  -112.314  Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads 973 

FF45 62.23014  -112.328  Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads 20,558 

FF46 62.24706  -112.297  Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads 11,921 

FF47 62.23189  -112.314  Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads 3,329 

FF48 62.24374  -112.298  Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads 2,806 

FF49 62.22106  -112.331  Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads 4,360 

FF5 62.32438  -112.812  Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads 19,359 

FF50 62.23856  -112.333  Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads 14,963 

FF51 62.24165  -112.285  Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads 8,872 

FF52 62.22505  -112.33  Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads 3,186 

FF53 62.23408  -112.3  Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads 27,821 

FF54 62.23722  -112.323  Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads 20,218 

FF55 62.22662  -112.31  Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads 6,809 

FF56 62.21839  -112.307  Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads 109,135 

FF57 62.24275  -112.293  Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads 4,164 

FF58 62.2413  -112.297  Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads 488 

FF6 62.32268  -112.796  Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads 9,649 

FF7 62.3153  -112.783  Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads 106,241 

FF8 62.30995  -112.797  Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads 3,841 

FF9 62.3069  -112.797  Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads 1,742 

Francois 

Lake  

62.46073  -112.373  Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads 109,135 

Harding Lake  62.34219  -113.361  Winter Roads  109,135 

Hearne Lake  62.32448  -113.16  Winter Roads  109,135 

T2 62.43113  -112.193  Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads 15,970 

T3 62.41929  -112.162  Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads 92,494 

Tanco Lake  62.42667  -112.188  Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads  109,135 

Zigzag Lake  62.34231  -113.033  Winter Roads  109,135 

FF61 62.33435  -112.743  Winter Roads 72,183 

FF62 62.32123  -112.752  Winter Roads 15,110 

FF63 62.36571  -112.683  Winter Roads 109,135 

FF64 62.35515  -112.695  Winter Roads 3,093 

FF65 62.3537  -112.669  Winter Roads 65,870 

FF66 62.34531  -112.662  Winter Roads 8,911 

FF67 62.34491  -112.651  Winter Roads 2,275 

FF68 62.29444  -112.58  Winter Roads 53,624 

FF69 62.21211  -112.513  Winter Roads 9,345 

FF70 62.20489  -112.475  Winter Roads 106,955 

FF71 62.20915  -112.446  Winter Roads 79,796 
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Water 

Source 

Name and 

Type 

Geographic Coordinates in 

decimal degrees 

Purpose of Water Use Available 

Capacity26 

(m3) 1F 

 

Latitude Longitude 

FF72 62.20899  -112.36  Winter Roads 56,143 

Mystery Lake 62.25408  -112.537  Winter Roads 109,135 

Blachford Lake 62.17553  -112.547  Winter Roads 109,135 

V01 62.84819 -113.55728 Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads  115,403 

V02 62.83836 -113.58598 Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads 54,390 

V03 62.83198 -113.55467 Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads 43,171 

V04 62.84076 -113.56575 Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads 4,926 

V05 62.82888 -113.57505 Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads 3,964 

V06 62.83195 -113.57885 Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads 2,937 

V07 62.83576 -113.57089 Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads 337 

Federal Areas 

Lake 11 62.59741335 -113.4735664 Drilling, drill trails and pads 29,110 

Lake 18 - 

Hidden Lake 

62.53187000 -113.5195400 Drilling, camp, Winter Roads 2,036,000 

Thompson 

Lake 

62.61395657 -113.4995663 Drilling, drill trails and pads, Winter Roads 274,700 

Lake 35 62.60151231 -113.4677549 Drilling, drill trails and pads, Winter Roads 905 

Lake 36 62.60385735 -113.4811710 Drilling, drill trails and pads, Winter Roads 553 

Lake 37 62.60600475 -113.4754963 Drilling, drill trails and pads, Winter Roads 1,935 

Lake 38 62.61017922 -113.4745420 Drilling, drill trails and pads, Winter Roads 1,574 

Lake 40 62.60964687 -113.4618941 Drilling, drill trails and pads, Winter Roads 2,139 

Dorothy 

Lake 

62.45168 -112.534 Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads 109,135 

E13 62.37558 -112.8 Winter Roads 455 

E14 62.37166 -112.795 Winter Roads 39,864 

E15 62.37377 -112.748 Winter Roads, camp 52,955 

E23 62.4252 -112.604 Winter Roads 34,546 

E24 62.43489 -112.583 Winter Roads 1,942 

E41 62.37821 -112.8 Winter Roads 4,209 

E42 62.37547 -112.723 Winter Roads, camp 23,049 

E43 62.36553 -112.717 Winter Roads, camp 16,815 

E48 62.41006 -112.86 Winter Roads 27,667 

E54 62.4412 -112.559 Drilling, camp, Winter Roads, trails, and pads 20,998 

FF59 62.3537 -112.755 Winter Roads 28,702 

FF60 62.35252 -112.744 Winter Roads 6,329 

FF61 62.33435 -112.743 Winter Roads 72,183 

FF63 62.36571 -112.683 Winter Roads 109,135 

 

 


	Preliminary Screening Determination and Reasons for Decision.pdf

