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1. INTRODUCTION 
 
BluMetric Environmental Inc. (BluMetric®) was retained by the City of Yellowknife to prepare a 
Phase II Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) for undeveloped land located along Taylor Road, 
southeast of Forrest Drive and east-southeast of Franklin Avenue, in the City of Yellowknife, 
Northwest Territories (herein referred to as the ‘Phase II Property’ or ‘Site’).  

This engagement plan was developed as part of the Land Use Permit Application to provide a 
formal written framework to the Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board (MVLWB) for how 
the City of Yellowknife, with the assistance of BluMetric, will inform and engage with potentially 
affected parties prior to, during, and following completion of this Phase II ESA. 

The plan was written in general conformance with the MVLWB Engagement Guidelines for 
Applicants and Holders of Water Licences and Land Use Permits, last updated in 2018. 
 
1.1 GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE PHASE II PROPERTY 
 
The Phase II Property is located along Taylor Road (including lands on both north and south 
sides), southwest of Forrest Drive, and east-southeast of Franklin Avenue, in the City of 
Yellowknife, Northwest Territories. The Phase II Property comprises part of three undeveloped 
lots totalling an area of approximately 21.1 hectares (ha) in size. The Phase II Property consists of 
wooded areas of mature trees and bedrock outcrops and includes a section of the Taylor Road 
right-of-way.  
 
The Phase II Property does not have a municipal address. The Phase II Property is legally known 
as All of Lot 6, Block 164 of Plan 4824, Canada Lands Surveys Records (CLSR) Plan 111999; All of 
Lot 19, Block 133, Plan 2259, CLSR Plan 74205; and Part of Lot 2, Block 159, Plan of Survey 
4070, CLSR Plan 91246.  
 
 
2. PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 
2.1 PHASE II ENVIRONMENTAL SITE ASSESSMENT 
 
The Taylor Road Phase II ESA consists of a field sampling program where soil, surface water, 
sediment, and groundwater will be sampled and analyzed to evaluate any potential 
environmental liabilities related to the current and historical uses of the site, as well as the 
adjacent properties. The data collected will be evaluated to determine the suitability of the site 
for residential development. A local drilling contractor will be retained for the installation of the  
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groundwater monitoring wells. The remainder of the field program will be completed by 
BluMetric employees. The site location and the proposed monitoring well locations are shown 
on Figure 1 below. 
 
2.1.1 Environmental Drilling and Groundwater Sampling 

 
Three groundwater monitoring wells are proposed to assess the groundwater flow direction and 
determine if the onsite groundwater was impacted by adjacent land uses throughout the site. 
Once the monitoring wells are installed, they will be developed to remove sediment that may 
impact the well efficiency and the water quality. The three monitoring wells will be sampled and 
analyzed for contaminants of concern.   

 
2.1.2 Soil Sampling 
 
Ten soil sampling locations are proposed for the Site through the advancement of shallow hand 
dug holes, with two soil samples collected from each location (one at surface and one at depth). 
The deeper sample will be taken between 0.5 and 1 meter below ground surface (mbgs) 
depending on digging conditions.   
 
Three additional samples will be taken during drilling at each of the three groundwater 
monitoring wells, one surface sample, a second sample between 0.5 to 1.0 mbgs and a third 
sample from 2 to 3 mbgs.  
 
2.1.3 Surface Water and Sediment Sampling 
 
Three surface water samples and three sediment samples are proposed for the Site. Sediment 
samples will be taken at the same location as the surface water samples. Two of the samples will 
be collected from the ponds north of the Taylor Road Dam adjacent to the tailings area, and the 
third sample will be collected from the drainage swale connecting the ponds to Kam Lake located 
on the land leased by Con Mine during site operations. 
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Figure 1: Site Plan and Monitoring Well Locations 
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3. ENGAGEMENT PLAN FRAMEWORK 
 
3.1 GOALS OF ENGAGEMENT 
 
Table 1: Engagement Goals 

Goals Commitment to the Affected Parties 

Inform 
Inform affected parties prior to the start of the field program, and throughout the 
duration of the project as the scope of work and timeline of the project changes, if 
applicable. 

Engage 
Listen to the feedback and questions received and acknowledge the issues and 
concerns of the affected parties. Offer the opportunity for further discussion as 
required. 

Involve 
Consider the feedback received and adjust aspects of the project as required. 
Involve the potentially affected parties in the process to show them how their 
concerns are reflected in the project. 

 
 
3.2 METHODS AND FREQUENCY OF ENGAGEMENT 
 
Table 2: Methods and Frequency of Engagement 

Method Frequency 

Written notifications via email At the start of the project (mid-October 2023) 

Sharing of documents, plans, reports, and 
photos 

Throughout the duration of the project, as required 

Telephone, teleconference, and in person 
meetings 

Throughout the duration of the project, as required 

 
 
3.2.1 Engagement Methods 

Written Notifications and Sharing of Documents   

As per the MVLWB Engagement Guidelines, written notifications will be used to provide 
information or to request a meeting. An information letter was sent to neighbouring residents on 
October 18, 2023 and to potentially interested parties and stakeholders on October 19, 2023.  
These letters are included in Appendix A.  The sharing of documents such as plans, maps, reports 
and photos, will be done upon request or when necessary to resolve issues or fill information 
gaps.  At the time of updating this report, two responses have been received and additional 
information has been provided (Appendix A) 
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Teleconferences Calls and In-Person Meetings   
As per the MVLWB Engagement Guidelines, in-person meetings between the proponent and the 
appropriate representatives of a potentially affected party are best used to discuss aspects of the 
project in more detail or when attempting to resolve issues. Phone calls or teleconference calls 
may be used instead of an in-person meeting if agreed by all parties. Meetings or teleconference 
calls will be co-ordinated should any concerns be expressed by the affected parties following the 
receipt of written notification or when necessary to resolve issue or discuss sensitive matters.  
 
An engagement log of activities undertaken with potentially affected parties in support of the 
Land Use Permit application to date is provided in Appendix B.  
 
3.3 IMPLEMENTING THE PLAN 
 

If concerns regarding the current engagement methods are expressed, the City of Yellowknife, 
with the support of BluMetric, is open to discussing alternate engagement methods that may 
work better for affected parties, so that all can engage to the extent they desire. We recognize 
the importance of being flexible in the implementation of the plan. If it is necessary to modify the 
plan, any revisions will be forwarded to the MVLWB for approval.   

 
3.4 FOLLOW-UP REPORTING 

Thorough engagement logs will be completed throughout the duration of the project, 
highlighting resolved issues and outstanding issues. It is important for the parties involved to 
see their input is received and valued. These logs will acknowledge those that participated 
and provide an accurate record of the engagement process and how final decisions were 
reached. The logs with the information acquired thus far are provided in Appendix B.   
 
 
4. POTENTIALLY AFFECTED PARTIES 
 
Table 3 outlines the potentially affected parties that will be contacted as part of the engagement 
plan.   
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Table 3: Potentially Affected Parties Identification 
Organization Name Position Contact Information 
Local first nations       

Akaitcho Territory Government Annie 
Boucher 

Executive Director Executive.Director@akaitcho.ca 

Yellowknives Dene First Nation 
(Dettah) 

Adrian Boyd 
Director – Lands 
Management  

adrianb@ykdene.com 

Yellowknives Dene First Nation 
(Ndilo) 

Adrian Boyd 
Director – Lands 
Management  

adrianb@ykdene.com 

Nearby landowners       

10 FORREST PARK confidential Property Owner 
mail notification hand 
delivered 

12 FORREST PARK confidential Property Owner 
mail notification hand 
delivered 

11 FORREST PARK confidential Property Owner 
mail notification hand 
delivered 

23 FORREST PARK confidential Property Owner notification by email 
22 FORREST PARK confidential Property Owner notification by email 
25 FORREST PARK confidential Property Owner notification by email 
17 TAYLOR RD confidential Property Owner notification by email 
15 TAYLOR RD confidential Property Owner notification by email 
19 TAYLOR RD confidential Property Owner notification by email 
27 TAYLOR RD confidential Property Owner notification by email 
23 TAYLOR RD confidential Property Owner notification by email 
21 TAYLOR RD confidential Property Owner notification by email 
25 TAYLOR RD confidential Property Owner notification by email 
Con Mine- Newmont Scott Stringer General Manager Scott.Stringer@newmont.com 

        
Other government 
departments 

      

GNWT-ECC Lands 
Vanessa 
Strech 

Director, Land 
Administration 

lands@gov.nt.ca 

YK1-School District 
Patrizia 
Thagard 

Administrative 
Assistant 

pat.thagard@yk1.nt.ca 

City of Yellowknife 
Jacob 
Cocquyt 

Acting Manager engineering@yellowknife.ca 

 

mailto:Scott.Stringer@newmont.com
mailto:lands@gov.nt.ca
mailto:engineering@yellowknife.ca
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5. PROJECT CONTACTS

Table 4: Project Contacts 

Organization Name Position Contact Information 

City of Yellowknife Vic Fontilla 
Lands and Development 
Officer 

vfontanilla@yellowknife.ca 

BluMetric Environmental Jackie Harman Project Manager jharman@blumetric.ca 

BluMetric Environmental Josée Lalonde Field Lead jlalonde@blumetric.ca 

6. CLOSURE AND LIMITING CONDITIONS

This Engagement Plan was written in accordance with the MVLWB Engagement Guidelines for 
Applicants and Holders of Water Licences and Land Use Permits, last updated in 2018.  

The conclusions presented in this report represent our professional opinion and are based on the 
information available at the time this report was prepared, the scope of work, and any limiting 
conditions noted herein. BluMetric makes no warranty as to the accuracy or completeness of the 
information provided by others or of the conclusions and recommendations predicated on the 
accuracy of that information. 

This report has been prepared for the MVLWB. Any use a third party makes of this report, any 
reliance on the report, or decisions based upon the report, are the responsibility of those third 
parties unless authorization is received from BluMetric in writing. BluMetric accepts no 
responsibility for any loss or damages suffered by any unauthorized third party as a result of 
decisions made or actions taken based on this report. 

Respectfully submitted, 
BluMetric Environmental Inc. 

Vic Fontanilla 
City of Yellowknife 
Lands and Development 

Josée Lalonde, B.A.Sc., E.I.T. Jackie Harman, M.Sc., P.Eng. 
Engineering Intern Senior Hydrogeologist 
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Engagement Log 

Last updated: October 24, 2023 

 

Potentially Affected 

Parties and/or 

Attendees 

Date 

Engagement 

Activity Type 

Issue(s) Raised by Affected Party 

Recommendation 

from Affected Party 

Proponent’s 

Response to Issue (s) 

Interested parties 

and stakeholders 

October 19, 2023 Information 

email about 

some ESA II 

works, soil and 

water samples 

Equipment  working in the 

vicinity. 

Advise staff of 

Blumetric to 

ensure adequate 

distance is 

always 

maintained 

Confirmed that 

staff will stay 

well away from 

any working 

equipment. 

 

Interested parties 

and stakeholders 

October 19, 2023 Information 

letter 

 

  

Response from 

neighbour 

October 22, 2023 Email response 

to letter 

Concerned about damage to 

property from drilling 

 Provided additional 

information 

Response from 

stakeholder 

October 24, 2023 Email response 

to letter Asked about drilling rig access 

route 

Suggested that we 

contact Con Mine 

Provided additional 

information 

regarding access 

route 

Interested party

November 2, 2023 Email response 

to letter 

Asked to have access to the 

Environmental Site Assessment 

 Asked interested 

party to reach out in 

March for decision 

on how results will 

be shared 
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Engagement Correspondence 



 



 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 







 









 



1682 Woodward Drive 
Ottawa, Ontario 
Canada  K2C 3R8 
Tel: 877.487.8436 
ottawa@blumetric.ca

4 Cataraqui Street 
The Tower, The Woolen Mill 
Kingston, Ontario 
Canada  K7K 1Z7 
Tel: 877.487.8436 
kingston@blumetric.ca 

209 Frederick Street 
Unit 3B 
Kitchener, Ontario 
Canada  N2H 2M7 
Tel: 877.487.8436 
kitchener@blumetric.ca 

825 Milner Avenue 
Toronto, Ontario 
Canada  M1B 3C3 
Tel: 877.487.8436 
toronto@blumetric.ca  

410 Falconbridge Road 
Unit 6 
Sudbury, Ontario 
Canada  P3A 4S4 
Tel: 877.487.8436 
sudbury@blumetric.ca 

1046 Gorham Street 
Thunder Bay, Ontario 
Canada  P7B 5X5 
Tel: 807.707.4736 
thunderbay@blumetric.ca 

260-15 Taschereau Street 
Gatineau, Quebec 
Canada  J8Y 2V6
Tel: 877.487.8436 
gatineau@blumetric.ca 

200-1500 Du College Street 
Saint-Laurent, Quebec 
Canada  H4L 5G6
Tel: 877.487.8436 
montreal@blumetric.ca 

4916 – 49th Street 
Yellowknife, NT 
Canada  X1A 1P3 
Tel: 867.873.3500 
Fax: 867.873.3499 
yellowknife@blumetric.ca 

202b Strickland Street 
Whitehorse, Yukon 
Canada  Y1A 2J8 
Tel: 867.689.8465 
whitehorse@blumetric.ca 

www.blumetric.ca 

BluMetric Environmental Inc. 
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