
Reviewer Comments and Proponent Responses

Project: The KAP Project

Board: Sahtu Land and Water Board

Proponent: Integral Metals Corp.

File Number: S24C-004

Review Comments Due: May 27, 2024

Proponent Responses Due: June 10, 2024

No. Topic Reviewer Comment Reviewer Recommendation Proponent Response

GNWT-ECE - PWNHC (Prince of Wales Northern Heritage Centre) - Naomi Smethurst

1

Protection o

f Historical,

Archaeologi

cal, and Bur

ial Sites

Proposed activities described wit

hin the application may place un

recorded archaeological sites at

risk of impact.

Retain draft conditions 47 (Archa

eological Overview) and 48 (AIA-

High Potential). However, note t

hat AOA reports must be receive

d, reviewed, and approved by EC

E prior to any new land disturba

nce. We therefore recommend c

hanging the wording for the AOA

condition to “At least 30 days pri

or to any new land disturbanc

e…”.

Agreed. On this note, an AOA for

the project area was completed

by Bison Historical Services Ltd.

during the review period, and th

e ECE approved the report on Jun

e 4, 2024.

No. Topic Reviewer Comment Reviewer Recommendation Proponent Response

Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC) - Melissa Pinto

1

Spill Contin

gency Plan -

ECCC Conta

ct Informati

on

Table 3 lists contact information f

or parties that may provide addit

ional information or assistance r

egarding spills. The ECCC 24 Ho

ur Duty Officer is listed as a cont

act, along with the National Envi

ronmental Emergencies Centre

(NEEC).

In the case of a spill or emergen

cy, the 24 Hour Northwest Territo

ries Spill Report Line should be c

ontacted first by the Proponent,

who will then involve ECCC Emer

gencies when appropriate. For in

formation relating to the environ

mental enforcement and reporti

ng requirements under the Cana

dian Environmental Protection Ac

t, 1999 and the Fisheries Act ple

ase contact ECCC Environmental

Enforcement at 867-669-4730. T

he ECCC NEEC will provide techn

ical and scientific environmental

advice and assistance to the lea

d agency, in the event of an envi

ronmental emergency. A lead ag

ency is described as the govern

mental authority that regulates

or has authority over the activity

from which the emergency origin

ated. NEEC can be contacted at

1-866-283-2333.

Agreed. Table 2 indicated that th

e 24-hour spill report line should

be the first call. The Environment

and Climate Change (ECCC) Envi

ronmental Enforcement has bee

n added to Table 3 as a contact f

or additional information.

2

Waste Mana

gement Pla

n - Waste Di

sposal Loca

tion(s)

In the Waste Management Plan, t

he Proponent states that waste

will be flown to Norman Wells for

proper disposal and includes a le

tter from the Town of Norman W

ells that permits the disposal of s

olid waste at their landfill. Howe

ver, in the Closure and Relcamat

ion Plan and the Wildlife and Arc

haeology Protection Plan, the Pro

ponent states that waste will be

flown to Yellowknife or Whitehors

e for disposal.

ECCC recommends the Proponen

t clarify whether waste will the fl

own to and disposed of in Yellow

knife and/or Whitehorse, in addit

ion to Norman Wells.

Agreed. The Closure and Relcam

ation Plan and the Wildlife and Ar

chaeology Protection Plan have b

een updated to specify Norman

Wells instead of Yellowknife or W

hitehorse.

3 Wildlife and

Archaeolog

y Protection

Plan - Speci

es at Risk

Species at risk are assessed by t

he Committee on the Status of E

ndangered Wildlife in Canada (C

OSEWIC) or added to Schedule 1

of the Species at Risk Act (SARA)

on a regular basis. It is important

for proponents to ensure they ar

As species are assessed and list

ed on a regular basis, ECCC reco

mmends the Proponent: a) Cons

ult the Species at Risk registry (h

ttps://www.canada.ca/en/environ

ment-climate-change/services/sp

ecies-risk-public-registry.html) to

Table 7 listed a summary of the s

pecies at risk in the project area,

including their SARA Schedule 1,

COSEWIC, and SARC designation

s. Additionally, a "Species at Ris

k" report was included in Append

ix II. The ECC was consulted on F



e aware of what species are pres

ent in the project area and take

appropriate actions to ensure co

mpliance with the SARA. The killi

ng, harming or harassing of liste

d species as well as the damage

and destruction of their residenc

es is prohibited under SARA. In t

he territories, the prohibitions ap

ply automatically to: · Threatene

d, Endangered and Extirpated sp

ecies listed on Schedule 1 of SAR

A on lands under the authority of

the federal Minister of Environm

ent. · Migratory Birds (as defined

under the Migratory Birds Conve

ntion Act [MBCA]) everywhere th

ey are found. These prohibitions

can apply elsewhere if there is a

n order put in place. The destruc

tion of critical habitat of species

listed under Schedule 1 of SARA

is prohibited on all lands identifie

d within the critical habitat prote

ction order for the species.

obtain the most current informat

ion for their operations. b) Consu

lt the Government of the Northw

est Territories to identify appropr

iate mitigation and/or monitoring

measures to avoid and lessen pr

oject effects to species under th

eir management responsibility. F

or more information on Species

at Risk in the Northwest Territori

es, please refer to the booklet ‘S

pecies at Risk in the Northwest T

erritories (2020 edition)’ (https://

www.nwtspeciesatrisk.ca/sites/s

pecies/files/species_at_risk_in_th

e_nwt_2020.pdf)

ebruary 14, 2024, and a Screeni

ng Questionaire was submitted t

o the ECC on February 20, 2024.

The general feedback was as foll

ows: The project location isn't wi

thin Important Wildlife Areas for

Dall’s Sheep or Mountain Goat, a

lthough might still encounter the

m. Recommend to submit a basi

c Tier 1 Wildlife Management an

d Monitoring Plan (WMMP) with a

pplication, specifically referencin

g distances and minimum flight

altitudes from the Sahtú Land Us

e Plan and GNWT’s “Flying Lo

w?...Think Again” guidelines due

to use of helicopter-supported dri

lling and drone-based surveys. T

hese were addressed in Table 6 o

f the wildlife management plan.

4

Wildlife and

Archaeolog

y Protection

Plan - Projec

t Activities

Within Migr

atory Bird H

abitat and

During Nest

ing Season

The Migratory Birds Regulations

(MBR) prohibit the disturbance o

r destruction of migratory birds a

nd their nests or eggs. The proje

ct occurs during the nesting seas

on for migratory birds which ext

ends from early May to late Aug

ust for this region. Migratory bird

s, their nests and their eggs can

be inadvertently harmed, killed,

disturbed or destroyed because

of many activities including, but

not limited to, clearing of trees a

nd other vegetation, draining or

flooding land, or using fishing ge

ar. Harming of individual birds, n

ests or eggs, can have long-term

consequences for migratory bird

populations in Canada, especiall

y through the cumulative effects

of many different incidences.

ECCC recommends the Proponen

t carry out all phases of the proje

ct in a manner that reduces risk

to migratory birds and to avoid h

arming, killing or disturbing migr

atory birds or destroying, disturb

ing or taking their nests and egg

s. Proponents should not conduc

t potentially destructive or disru

ptive activities at key locations o

r during key periods to avoid neg

ative impacts to migratory birds.

In this regard, the Proponent sho

uld take into account ECCC’s Gui

delines to Avoid Harm to Migrato

ry Birds (https://www.canada.ca/

en/environment-climate-change/

services/avoiding-harm-migrator

y-birds/reduce-risk-migratory-bir

ds.html) and visit Fact Sheet Nes

t Protection Under the Migratory

Birds Regulations, 2022 (https://

www.canada.ca/en/environment-

climate-change/services/avoidin

g-harm-migratory-birds/fact-she

et-nest-protection-under-mbr-20

22.html) and Frequently Asked Q

uestion, Migratory Birds Regulati

ons, 2022 (https://www.canada.c

a/en/environment-climate-chang

e/services/migratory-bird-permit

s/faq-migratory-birds-regulations

-2022.html) for more information

on the amended Migratory Bird R

egulations and updates to nest p

rotections.

Agreed. The minimum setback di

stances for habitats and time per

iods are identified in Table 6; an

d, in the event of a nest discover

y, the Wildlife Plan has been upd

ated to state: "If nests containin

g eggs or young are found, all di

sruptive activities should stop an

d a buffer zone established until

nesting is completed and the yo

ung have naturally left the nest. I

f the nests belong to a migratory

bird population, the ECCC’s 'Guid

elines to Avoid Harm to Migrator

y Birds' and the 'Fact Sheet: Nest

Protection Under the Migratory B

irds Regulations, 2022' will be fol

lowed, including leaving the nest

s for a 12-month waiting period".

5 Wildlife and

Archaeolog

y Protection

Plan - Projec

t activities i

n Bank Swal

low habitat

within its ra

nge

The Project falls within the breed

ing range of the Bank Swallow a

nd may affect important habitat

features for the species. The Ban

k Swallow, listed as Threatened

under SARA, is a colonial species

that nests in burrows dug into ne

ar vertical faces of exposed sand

or soil. They also nest in aggrega

te pits, construction and/or mine

sites on stockpiles of quarry mat

erials, overburden, and exposed

soil banks. The Bank Swallow ex

hibits high nest site fidelity and

will reuse nesting sites and burro

ws. The residence description for

the Bank Swallow is available on

ECCC recommends the Proponen

t: a) Take precautions to avoid di

sturbance to nesting Bank Swall

ows; b) Ensure staff and contract

ors are made aware of potential

presence and conservation statu

s of the Bank Swallow; c) Preven

t Bank Swallows from nesting in

areas where operations will be c

arried out during the breeding se

ason by contouring piles to have

slopes of less than 70 degrees pr

ior to their arrival in the spring a

nd by creating suitable nesting h

abitat in inactive areas with verti

cal faces of at least 70 degrees;

and d) Take particular care in sel

Agreed. A paragraph has been a

dded to the wildlife plan: Notabl

y, the Project falls within the bre

eding range of Bank and Barn Sw

allows, and may affect important

habitat features for the species.

The Bank Swallow (Appendix IV),

listed as Threatened under SAR

A, is a colonial species that nests

in burrows dug into near vertical

faces of exposed sand or soil. Th

ey also nest in aggregate pits, co

nstruction and/or mine sites on s

tockpiles of quarry materials, ov

erburden, and exposed soil bank

s. The Barn Swallow, listed as Th

reatened under SARA, nests on v



the SARA registry here: https://w

ww.canada.ca/en/environment-cl

imate-change/services/species-ri

sk-public-registry/residence-desc

riptions/bank-swallow.html. Exca

vation, construction activities an

d application of erosion control

measures in these areas during t

he nesting period can inadverten

tly kill or disturb Bank Swallows,

destroy their residence or critical

habitat, and may also affect othe

r migratory bird species.

ecting erosion prevention and co

ntrol measures and implement t

hose measures prior to the nesti

ng season. Proponents are encou

raged to consult the attached pa

mphlet and contact ECCC (cwsn

orth-scfnord@ec.gc.ca) for furth

er advice.

ertical surfaces beneath overhan

gs on buildings, bridges, culverts

and other structures. They nest i

n close proximity to open habitat

s such as farmlands, wetlands, ro

ads and/or large forest clearings.

These species exhibit high nest s

ite fidelity and dependence on e

xisting sites, burrows, and struct

ures for nesting. Any staff and co

ntractors working on the project

will be made aware of potential p

resence and conservation status

of the Swallows. Furthermore, to

prevent Bank Swallows from nest

ing in areas where operations wil

l be carried out during the breedi

ng season, any piles will be cont

oured to have slopes of less than

70 degrees prior to their arrival i

n the spring and by creating suit

able nesting habitat in inactive a

reas with vertical faces of at leas

t 70 degrees. Particular care will

be taken in selecting erosion pre

vention and control measures, a

nd implementing those measure

s prior to the nesting season.

6

Wildlife and

Archaeolog

y Protection

Plan - Projec

t activities i

n Barn Swal

low habitat

within its ra

nge

The Project falls within the breed

ing range of the Barn Swallow an

d may affect important habitat f

eatures for the species. The Barn

Swallow, listed as Threatened un

der SARA, nests on vertical surfa

ces beneath overhangs on buildi

ngs, bridges, culverts and other

structures. They nest in close pr

oximity to open habitats such as

farmlands, wetlands, roads and/

or large forest clearings. The Bar

n Swallow exhibits high nest site

fidelity and dependence on existi

ng structures for nesting. The re

sidence description for the Barn

Swallow is available on the SARA

registry here: https://www.canad

a.ca/en/environment-climate-cha

nge/services/species-risk-public-r

egistry/residence-descriptions/ba

rn-swallow.html.

ECCC recommends the Proponen

t: a) Take precautions to avoid di

sturbance to nesting Barn Swallo

ws; and b) Ensure staff and contr

actors are made aware of potent

ial presence and conservation st

atus of the Barn Swallow. Propon

ents are encouraged to contact

ECCC (cwsnorth-scfnord@ec.gc.c

a) for further advice.

Agreed. The above paragraph ha

s been included, covering the to

pic of Bank Swallows and Barn S

wallows.

7

Wildlife and

Archaeolog

y Protection

Plan - Stora

ge of Attrac

tants

The Proponent indicates that foo

d, domestic waste and/or petrole

um-based chemicals may be kep

t on site.

 

Food, domestic wastes and petro

leum-based chemicals (e.g. grea

ses, gasoline, glycol-based antifr

eeze) can attract predators of mi

gratory birds such as foxes, rave

ns, gulls and bears. Although the

se animals may initially be attrac

ted to the novel food sources, th

ey often will also eat eggs and y

oung birds in the area. These pre

dators can have significant nega

tive effects on the local bird pop

ulations.

ECCC recommends the Proponen

t make food, domestic wastes an

d petroleum-based chemicals (e.

g. greases, gasoline, glycol-base

d antifreeze) inaccessible to wild

life at all times.

Table 8 covers general procedure

s for waste management and the

importance of preventing wildlife

attractants, and refers to the Wa

ste Management Plan for futher i

nformation. In the Waste Manage

ment Plan, Table 4 provides detai

ls on how all various types of wa

ste (i.e., solid, hazardous, sewag

e, grey water, and construction

materials) are to be treated and

disposed.

8 Wildlife and

Archaeolog

y Protection

Plan - Conta

mination of

water bodie

s

Fuel and/or other hazardous mat

erials may be stored, handled or

transported near a water body t

hat may be used by birds.

 

ECCC advises the Proponent that

section 5.1 of the MBCA prohibit

s persons from depositing substa

nces harmful to migratory birds i

n waters or areas frequented by

ECCC recommends the Proponen

t ensure their employees and co

ntractors are made aware of pla

ns and commitments related to s

toring, handling and transporting

of petroleum products and other

hazardous substances and take

all necessary precautions to prev

ent spills.

This is covered in the Spill Contin

gency Plan: "All contract personn

el will be briefed and given a cop

y of the Fuel Spill Contingency Pl

an before field operations begin.

Mock spill-response exercises will

be conducted early in the progra

m to ensure that response criteri

a, communication and reporting



migratory birds or in a place fro

m which the substance may ente

r such waters or such an area.

requirements are met and fully u

nderstood."

9

Wildlife and

Archaeolog

y Protection

Plan - ECCC

Contact Info

rmation

The Proponent has provided a wi

ldlife management or monitoring

plan but has not identified ECCC

as a contact for instances involvi

ng migratory birds.

 

ECCC has management responsi

bilities for migratory birds under

the MBCA. ECCC should be conta

cted in instances involving:

· Interactions and incidents invol

ving the potential disturbance of

individuals or nests and any mor

tality events of these species;

· Wildlife monitoring reports and

annual reports that pertain to th

ese species; and

· Updates to wildlife managemen

t and monitoring plans, or their e

quivalents, in relation to these s

pecies.

ECCC recommends the Proponen

t notify ECCC’s Canadian Wildlife

Service (cwsnorth-scfnord@ec.g

c.ca) for instances involving: a) I

nteractions and incidents involvi

ng the potential disturbance of i

ndividuals or nests and any mort

ality events of these species; b)

Wildlife monitoring reports and a

nnual reports that pertain to the

se species; and c) Updates to wil

dlife management and monitorin

g plans, or their equivalents, in r

elation to these species.

Agreed. Table 3 has been update

d to capture the involvement of t

he ECCC.

No. Topic Reviewer Comment Reviewer Recommendation Proponent Response

GNWT - Environment and Climate Change - Environmental Regulatory Analyst

1

GNWT-ECC

No Comme

nt Cover Let

ter

The Department of Environment

and Climate Change, Governme

nt of the Northwest Territories ha

s no comments or recommendati

ons for consideration of the Saht

u Land and Water Board regardin

g Integral Metals Corp. applicatio

n for a land use permit.

 

Should you have any questions o

r concerns, please do not hesitat

e to contact gnwt_ea@gov.nt.ca.

N/A N/A



 

Environmental Protection Operations Directorate 
Prairie & Northern Region 
5019 52nd Street, 4th Floor    ECCC File: 5100 000 112/001 
P.O. Box 2310      SLWB File: S24C-004 
Yellowknife, NT X1A 2P7 
 
May 24, 2024 
 
  
via online review system 
 
Natalie Lippa 
Regulatory Specialist 
Sahtu Land and Water Board 
Box 1 
Fort Good Hope, NT X0E 0H0 
 
Dear Natalie Lippa: 
 
RE: S24C-004 – Integral Metals Corp. – KAP Project – Type A Land Use Permit 
Application 
 
Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC) has reviewed the information submitted to 
the Sahtu Land and Water Board (SLWB) regarding the above mentioned application.  
 
ECCC provides expert information and knowledge to project assessments on subjects within the 
department’s mandate, including climate change, air quality, water quality, biodiversity, 
environmental preparedness and emergencies. This work includes reviewing proponent 
characterization of environmental effects and proposed mitigation measures. We provide advice 
to decision-makers regarding a proponent’s characterization of environmental effects, the 
efficacy of their proposed mitigation activities, and may suggest additional mitigation measures. 
Any comments received from ECCC in this context does not relieve the proponent of its 
obligations to respect all applicable federal legislation. 
 
If you need more information, please contact Melissa Pinto at (867) 445-5384 or 
Melissa.Pinto@ec.gc.ca. 

Sincerely, 
 
 
[original signed by] 
 
Melissa Pinto 
Senior Environmental Assessment Officer 
 
cc: Eva Walker, Head, Environmental Assessment North (NT and NU) 



BANK 
SWALLOW 
(Riparia riparia)

in sandpits  
and quarries

Before the breeding season  
(generally before mid-April)
• Prevent Bank Swallows from nesting in areas where operations will be carried 

out during the breeding season by contouring your piles to have a slope of less 
than 70 degrees and by creating suitable nesting habitat in inactive areas with 
vertical faces of at least 70 degrees.

• Install scaring devices to deter Bank Swallows from establishing colonies in 
active areas.

During the breeding season  
(generally from mid-April to late August)
• Avoid intense activity near the colony. You can prevent disturbance by 

marking off a protective buffer zone around the colony and notifying  
all employees of its existence.

• Generally speaking, there is a particularly high risk of disturbing nesting 
when noisy activities or vibrations occur within 50 metres of the bird colony. 
This protective radius is only a rough guideline and must be adjusted after  
an assessment of the risk factors. In some cases, where operating activities 
are intense, a larger protective radius may be needed to minimize the risk  
of disturbance.

• Spend a few minutes flattening vertical faces in active areas at the end  
of the day to prevent Bank Swallows from digging burrows in them 
overnight or on weekends.

• Stop excavation work if Bank Swallows colonize a bank in an active area. 
Activities cannot resume until the birds leave at the end of the  
breeding period.

• Do not use scaring devices once the colony is established as they may 
interfere with ongoing Bank Swallow breeding activities.

After the breeding season  
(generally after late August)
• If a nesting site needs to be excavated after the birds leave, compensate  

by providing an alternate site that can support nesting in the following year. 
To be suitable for nesting, the bank must have a slope of at least 70 degrees.

The Bank Swallow is a declining migratory bird species 
that has lost 98% of its Canadian population over the  
last 40 years.
This insectivorous bird is particularly drawn to sandpits, quarries, stock  
piles of sand and soil, and sandy banks along water bodies and roads.  
Bank Swallows generally dig their burrows in near-vertical banks (slopes  
of at least 70 degrees) that are more than 2 metres high. Bank Swallows 
typically use their nesting sites from mid-April to late August. This is the 
sensitive period during which the risk of harming the birds is especially high. 
The absence of the birds in August is a good indicator that the breeding  
season is over.

The best way to minimize the possibility of contravening the Migratory Birds 
Convention Act, 1994 and its regulations is to fully understand the impact that 
your activities could have on migratory birds and their nests and eggs and to 
take reasonable precautions and appropriate avoidance measures. In fact, under 
the Act and its regulations, it is an offence for anyone to kill, hunt, capture,  
injure or harass a migratory bird or to damage, destroy, remove or disturb  
its nest or eggs without a permit.

The sand and gravel industry can play a major role in the conservation  
of Bank Swallows by adopting operating practices that do not harm  
the species.

Did you know? What you can do

Thank you for 
participating  
in the conservation  
of Bank Swallows.

Talus avec une pente  supérieure à 70 degrés : 
propice à la nidi�cation

Talus avec une pente inférieure à 70 degrés : 
non propice à la nidi�cation

Bank with  
a slope of more than 
70 degrees: suitable  

for nesting

Bank with  
a slope of less than  
70 degrees: unsuitable  
for nesting

Notify your employees of the 
restrictions and techniques that 
can be implemented to prevent 
detrimental effects on the species.
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P.O. Box 1320, Yellowknife NT  X1A 2L9        www.gov.nt.ca C. P. 1320, Yellowknife NT  X1A 2L9

May 27th, 2024 

Natalie Lippa
Regulatory Specialist
Sahtu Land and Water Board
Box 1
Fort Good Hope NT, X0E 0H0

Dear Natalie Lippa, 

RE: The KAP Project Type A Land Use Permit Application (S24C-004)

The Department of Environment and Climate Change, Government of the Northwest Territories 
has no comments or recommendations for consideration of the Sahtu Land and Water 
Board regarding Integral Metals Corp. application for a land use permit. 

Should you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact 
gnwt_ea@gov.nt.ca.    

Sincerely, 

Shakita Jensen
Environmental Regulatory Analyst 
Environment Impact Assessment
Department of Environment and Climate Change 

http://www.gov.nt.ca/
mailto:gnwt_ea@gov.nt.ca
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