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Hello Ryan,

Thank you for meeting with us on Wednesday, July 22, 2026. It was very valuable meeting yourself
and the rest of the Board staff, and we appreciate the opportunity to respond to each of the points
raised in the Board staff’s email of July 21, 2026, regarding the Misery Underground Closure:

1. Please clarify whether PwC is requesting this not undergo public review and the
rationale to support this request.

The Receiver is not proposing a new or untested closure plan for the Misery Underground (MUG).
Rather, the Receiver is applying the same closure processes, methods, and objectives that the Board
has already considered and approved for underground mine decommissioning at Ekati specifically,
the Panda, Koala and Koala North Underground FCRP (Version 1.1, approved September 8, 2025)
(the “approved FCRP”). The closure activities, GNWT Inspector involvement, closure objectives
(UG1 and UG2), and closure criteria being followed at the MUG, including the approach to
permanently preventing access, are consistent with those set out in the already approved FCRP.

Accordingly, the Receiver is not seeking approval of a new or separate closure plan for the MUG
outside of this submission. The Receiver is requesting the Board's confirmation that applying the
same approved and publicly reviewed processes to MUG are acceptable, without requiring
duplicative public review processes for activities that have already been considered in the
underground mine closure at the Ekati mine. Leveraging previously approved and publicly reviewed
plans is appropriate in this instance, supports overarching goals of environmental protection,
regulatory efficiency and consistency, while also supporting the responsible use of reclamation
funds. Delays associated with a review process in this situation would result in unnecessary costs in
this regard, and it is the GNWT’s goal to undertake full reclamation of the site within reclamation
security held and not burden our limited taxbase by exceeding that amount. Utilizing existing
approved approaches and previous decisions, where appropriate, will be key to the Receiver and the
GNWT meeting all the goals mentioned above.  

The Receiver respectfully requests that this confirmation be provided on an expedited basis, without
a full public review proceeding, for the following reasons:

The Receivership Order requires cost-effective wind-down. Under the Receivership
Order dated July 14, 2026, the Receiver is appointed for the purpose of managing the wind-
down and termination of business and mining activities, conducting environmental
remediation and reclamation, and complying with GNWT regulatory directions; subject in each
case to funding being available. The Receiver is expressly required to limit operations to those
necessary to effect the wind-down and reclamation. The immediate closure of the MUG is
directly aligned with this mandate.
Delay would result in significant and unnecessary costs. The underground workforce
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that remains on site following the premature cessation of mining operations is only available
for a short-term window to complete the MUG decommissioning safely and efficiently. This
group of qualified employees and contractors are due to finish at site in the coming week.
Once these workers are demobilized, there are no qualified individuals on site to use the
underground machinery to complete the closing of the lower portal and additional work
requirement the return of another shift rotation will be a significant additional expense. In
addition, continuing to manage the ventilation system to the underground mine is costing
critical fuel. In particular, the Receiver is fiercely trying to restrict fuel usage at site to essential
activities to avoid unnecessary costs associated with re-supply if possible, as we are actively
assessing the need to build a stand-alone winter road or airlift fuel before the 2027-2028
winter season. Such costs would run into the millions and if onsite fuel can support activities
in the interim, which we expect it may, it would be a more responsible use of reclamation
funds and help meet our goal of working within the amount of reclamation security held to
address the site.  

The Receiver acknowledges the Board's standard review processes and the important role they
serve. However, in circumstances where the proposed activities are consistent with an already-
approved plan and where delay carries material financial and operational consequences to taxpayers
of the Northwest Territories, the Receiver submits that expedited confirmation is both reasonable
and appropriate.

2. Consistency with Approved FCRPs

The Receiver confirms that the Board's understanding is correct, subject to the clarification below
that the permanent closure of the MUG access points is included in this submission. The MUG
decommissioning, together with the proposed permanent closure of access points, follows the
approved FCRP for the Panda, Koala, and Koala North Underground mines (Version 1.1, approved
September 8, 2025), specifically:

(a) Closure activities are consistent. All hazardous materials are being systematically
inventoried and removed from the underground workings. The MUG Final Closure Plan
(M1875 Decline to M1950 Shop), prepared on July 16, 2026, sets out detailed level-by-level
procedures for the removal of all electrical components, hazardous materials, and
salvageable equipment, beginning at the bottom of the mine and progressing upward. At
surface, vent raises will be capped and the MUG access points, including the portals, will be
permanently closed as part of the closure approach described in this submission, subject to
GNWT Inspector confirmation of remediation completion and Board consideration of the
closure approach. Any temporary barrier installed in the interim will be used only as an
access-control measure pending final closure design and implementation.

(b) GNWT Inspector involvement has been consistent throughout.

The GNWT has been actively engaged in the MUG closure process from the outset.
GNWT representative Rick Walbourne informally advised Board staff on July 20,
2026 that the closure is proceeding using criteria and steps from previously approved
underground areas.
 GNWT-ECC representatives Scott Stewart and Jamie Steele have both confirmed
their support for using the established closure checklists from other underground
areas at Ekati. Inspector Jamie completed a full, thorough inspection on July 28,
2026, of all the underground operations, including the lower and upper portal,



surface equipment laydowns, waste management, and gear laydowns. Following the
inspection, no major issues were reported. A copy of the formal inspection will be
forwarded once received.

(c) Closure objectives are consistent with UG1 and UG2 as outlined in Table 4.3.3
of the approved FCRP

(d) Closure criteria and the approach to evaluate UG1, including permanent prevention of
access to the MUG, are included for consideration in this submission, and are consistent
with Table 4.3.3 of the approved FCRP.

(e) UG-2 Criterion 2a is being satisfied. All hazardous materials and mobile equipment are
being documented and removed from the underground workings prior to flooding, in
consultation with the GNWT Inspector. Signed closure checklists have been completed and
stamped by MTS Engineer for all levels, confirming the removal of equipment and hazardous
materials from each level. The checklists include verification that all hydrocarbons,
hazardous materials, and general waste have been removed, along with geotechnical, survey,
and environmental sign-offs.

(f) UG-2 Criterion 2b will be satisfied. GNWT Inspector confirmation of the completion of
remediation activities will be obtained prior to permanently preventing access, and is
anticipated to be received shortly following the July 28, 2026 inspection.

3. ‎Emulsion Left Underground

The Receiver has reviewed the Board's July 10, 2025 Reasons for Decision, and understands the
MUG circumstances to be directly analogous to the Koala Underground in the following material
respects:

Both incidents resulted from events beyond operational control. At Koala, unforeseen
rock slides covered blast rings, making retrieval impossible without putting personnel at
serious risk. At MUG, freshet water intrusion, ground movement (i.e. both natural events),
damage to the back of draw points, and the resulting shotcreting of ring collars during
rehabilitation have rendered certain loaded blast holes inaccessible. The Board recognized in
its July 10, 2025 Decision that the Koala incident "resulted from natural events beyond
operational controls within a short time frame" and acknowledged that "it is difficult to 'ensure
this does not happen again'".  The same reasoning applies at MUG.
In both cases, the overriding consideration was the safety of workers. At Koala, the
GNWT Inspector attended underground, visually inspected the affected areas, and confirmed
that blasts of preloaded emulsion could not be initiated due to the risk of causing major ground
instability; 2,310 kg were inaccessible and could not be recovered without putting personnel at
serious risk.  At MUG, deteriorating ground conditions and loss of containment after repeated
repair failures led to shotcreting some of the rings based on the formal hazard and risk
assessments that deemed the affected areas unsafe and no longer viable for re-entry. 
Retrieval or detonation of the residual emulsion would expose workers to unacceptable safety
risks.

3.1 How and why explosive emulsions were left in the Misery UG

Approximately 19,013 kg of emulsion was loaded in blast holes at the lower MUG levels, distributed
across M1950 Draw Point 3 (2,469 kg) and M1925 Draw Points 3, 4, 5, and 6 (16,544 kg). No primers,



boosters, detonators, or other initiation components are present in any of the affected holes. The
emulsion used at Misery (Dyno RU) is booster-sensitive and requires a detonator-initiated booster for
detonation; consequently, the emulsion columns are not configured as functional blast charges, and
there is no credible initiation mechanism under anticipated closure conditions.

A portion of the emulsion has been washed out and diluted by freshet water entering the mine
workings, as confirmed by two engineers present underground who made personal visual
observations of water-diluted emulsion in the affected areas. The remaining emulsion that was not
washed out cannot be safely recovered for the following level-specific reasons:

(a) M1950, Draw Point 3: Ring 43AB (2,469 kg) is currently inaccessible. Mining during
operations resulted in damage to the back in Draw Point 3, and a large muck pile extends into
the drift, eliminating any safe means of reaching the loaded holes to prime and blast.

(b) M1925, Draw Points 3 and 4 (10,726 kg): Ground movement during operations required
these draw points to be rehabilitated with shotcrete. During this work, the ring collars were
covered and are no longer accessible. Recovering the holes would require drilling through the
shotcrete to re-establish the collar locations in an area that previously required ground
rehabilitation, exposing personnel to additional ground-control hazards.

(c) M1925, Draw Points 5 and 6 (5,818 kg): Accessing the loaded holes would require the
removal of material to expose the collar locations and additional mining to establish
sufficient relief and an adequate void before the rings could be safely blasted. As this mining
is not authorized under the current framework, and would expose personnel to additional
risk, the more prudent approach is to leave the emulsion undisturbed.

Based on these conditions, the recommended approach is to leave the unprimed emulsion
undisturbed in the blast holes as the underground workings are closed and flooded. This approach
avoids the additional hazards associated with accessing, disturbing, or recovering the material, and is
considered the lower-risk option.

Separately, 9,500kg of bulk emulsion that remained in totes has been removed from the Misery
Underground Operations and transported to the Ekati Dyno Nobel Emulsion Plant, together with an
estimated 30,000+ kg already located there. Dene Dyno Nobel, the third-party service provider, is
processing all bulk emulsion using its FOAMER ES decommissioning product. This process requires
approximately 5–6 weeks before the product can be safely released into the tailings facility.

3.2 Clarify what is meant by the statement: "mining is not authorized under the current
framework, blasting is not a viable option"

a) Regulatory constraint: Under the Receivership Order dated July 14, 2026, the Receiver is
appointed for the purpose of managing the wind-down and termination of business and mining
activities and conducting environmental remediation and reclamation.  The Receiver is expressly
prohibited from operating the Debtors' business "except to the extent necessary to effect the
wind down and termination of the Business and Mining Activities and to effect the
Reclamation".  Active mining operations, including production and development blasting, have been
suspended. Any blasting could only occur under special decommissioning directions with the
agreement and sign-off of GNWT, and the Receiver. Safely blasting the loaded rings would require
additional mining to establish sufficient relief and an adequate void for the blasted material, activity



that is not authorized under the current care and maintenance framework.

(b) Safety constraint: Even if blasting was authorized, initiating blasts in the affected areas would
pose serious health and safety risks to underground workers. At M1925 Draw Points 3 and 4, ring
collars have been covered by shotcrete applied during ground rehabilitation; recovering them would
require drilling through the shotcrete in an area with known ground-control issues. At M1950 Draw
Point 3, a damaged back and muck pile block access entirely. At M1925 Draw Points 5 and 6,
accessing the loaded holes would require removal of material to expose collar locations and
additional mining to establish relief. Recovering the emulsion from any of these locations would
require accessing and disturbing material that is currently isolated, thereby exposing personnel to
additional risk without providing meaningful benefit. For these reasons, blasting is not a viable option
for addressing the residual emulsion.

3.3 Describe how the risk to water quality (UG2) was assessed, how it will be monitored in the
future, and contingency options available if OP-1 criteria are not met as a result.

The residual emulsion in the loaded holes has been significantly diluted by freshet water, as
confirmed by on-site engineering observations.  Emulsion in its diluted state is expected to continue
to break down over time as the underground workings flood. The Misery Pit will ultimately be closed
via water cover, and the large volume of water required to create the pit lake is expected to provide
substantial dilution of any residual contaminants. No explosives were primed in these holes at the
time of the receivership appointment, meaning the emulsion presents no detonation risk and its
environmental concern is limited to its chemical constituents in contact with water.

Future monitoring will be addressed through the existing Ekati water quality monitoring and closure
framework for Misery Pit and any relevant downstream monitoring locations before discharge.
Results will be compared against applicable water license requirements and reported through the
established regulatory reporting process. Although we expect no significant environmental impacts, if
monitoring indicates a potential effect attributable to residual emulsion, the Receiver would work
with Board staff and GNWT to determine and implement appropriate response measures, which
could include:

(a) In-situ treatment of pit water, including the use of water treatment chemicals or
flocculants;

(b) Supporting natural stratification within the pit lake to isolate contaminants at depth;

(c) Pumping of additional fresh water to enhance the freshwater cap;

(d) Active water treatment prior to any discharge, as a measure of last resort.

4. Portal Access Closure

The Receiver appreciates Board staff’s comment regarding portal closure. To clarify, the Receiver is
including permanent closure of the MUG access points in this notification and is seeking the Board’s
consideration of that closure approach now. The Receiver is not proposing to defer permanent
closure to a separate future request.

Consistent with the approved Panda, Koala, and Koala North Underground FCRP, the proposed
approach is to permanently prevent access once the GNWT Inspector has confirmed completion of



remediation activities and any identified deficiencies have been addressed. Engineered closure
designs for the access points will be prepared by a Professional Engineer licensed in the NWT, and
the Receiver will provide the Board with the final design and as-built documentation as part of the
closure record.

To the extent any temporary barrier is installed before the final engineered closure is completed, that
measure is intended only as an interim access-control measure to prevent unauthorized or unsafe
access while the final design is completed and implemented. It is not intended to defer or replace the
permanent closure approach as described within this response to the Board.

Best Regards,
Christopher Palimaka M.Eng, PMP
PwC | Senior Manager
C:+1 778-772-3818
Email: christopher.p.palimaka@pwc.com
PricewaterhouseCoopers Inc., in its capacity as receiver of,
Arctic Canadian Diamond Company Ltd. and Burgundy Diamonds (Canada) Ltd. 
PricewaterhouseCoopers Place, 250 Howe Street, Suite 1400, Vancouver, British Columbia V6C 3S7
www.pwc.com/ca

From: Ryan Fequet <rfequet@wlwb.ca>
Sent: Tuesday, July 21, 2026 2:14 PM
To: Spencer Oppal (CA) <spencer.oppal@pwc.com>
Cc: Morag Cooper (CA) <morag.c.cooper@pwc.com>; David Bryan (CA)
<david.j.bryan@pwc.com>; Marie-Eve Cyr <mecyr@wlwb.ca>; Kassandra DeFrancis
<kdefrancis@wlwb.ca>; Christopher Palimaka (CA) <christopher.p.palimaka@pwc.com>
Subject: RE: Ekati Diamond Mine Receivership - Letter to Wek’eezhii Land and Water Board

Hi Spencer,
 
The WLWB is scheduled to meet until 12:00pm tomorrow and the end of the discussions is
ever-changing, so hoping it’s possible to meet at 1:00 or 1:30pm MT (or a bit later if needed)
tomorrow/Wednesday? Please confirm if one of those times works and we’ll follow up with a
scheduler and a virtual link.
 
Board staff have reviewed the submitted request to decommission the Misery UG Phase I.
Board staff understand that PwC is requesting approval to decommission the Misery UG Phase
I to allow the pumps to be turned off at levels M1875 Decline up to the M1950 Shop. Typically
closure plans undergo the Board's standard review process prior to approval. Please clarify
whether PwC is requesting this not undergo public review and the rationale to support this
request.
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Your e-mail states "As there was no approved closure plan for MUG, the crew are following
the approved FCRP for the Panda, Koala and Koala North U/G which would very similar in
nature." Links to the approved plan are provided below:

Ekati - Closure and Reclamation - Panda, Koala, Koala North UG FCRP - V 1.1 - CL Plan -
Sep 8_25.pdf 
Ekati - Closure and Reclamation - Panda, Koala, Koala North UG FCRP - V 1.1 - App. A-C -
Sep 8_25.pdf 
Ekati - Closure and Reclamation - Panda, Koala, Koala North UG FCRP - V 1.1 - App. D-F -
Sep 8_25.pdf 

 
Board staff understand that this statement would likely mean that PwC proposes
decommissioning of the Misery UG will have:

Consistent closure activities: i.e., Inventory and remove hazardous materials from the
underground mine. At surface, cap vent raises and seal portals.
Consistent involvement of the GNWT Inspector as identified in previous
Decommissioning approval (see list in section 3.2 of Decision).
Consistent closure objectives (UG2) as outlined in Table 4.3.3 of approved FCRP.
Consistent closure criterion and approach to evaluate UG1 as outlined in Table 4.3.3 of
approved FCRP.

UG-2 Criterion 2a) All hazardous materials and mobile equipment have been
documented and are removed from the underground workings prior to flooding,
in consultation with the GNWT Inspector
UG-2 Criterion 2b) GNWT Inspector confirmation of completion of remediation
activities prior to permanently preventing access.

Please confirm whether this understanding is correct and identify any discrepancies. 
 
Board staff would note that leaving approximately 19,013kg of emulsion underground would
be a deviation from the approved approach for Panda, Koala and Koala North U/G. As
described in section 5.5 of the approved plan,  and the Board's July 10, 2025 Decision, 2,310
kg of emulsions could not be retrieved from the Koala Underground due to an unforeseen
rock slide.
Please clarify:

how and why explosive emulsions were left in the Misery UG
Clarify what is meant by the statement: "mining is not authorized under the current
framework, blasting is not a viable option"
Describe how the risk to water quality (UG2) was assessed, how it will be monitored
in the future, and contingency options available if OP-1 criteria are not met as a
result.
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Board staff note that your e-mail states "The Receiver will also continue to closure of the
portal once we have confirmed that re-entry is not required." Regarding closure of the portal,
Board staff understand that no portal closure is proposed at this time and that will come as a
separate request to the Board to address the requirements of a FCRP and address closure
objective UG1. Similar to Panda/Koala engineering designs would require Board approval as
part of the FCRP. Board staff expect this information would undergo public review. Please
confirm whether this understanding is correct and identify any discrepancies. Confirm the
timelines by which an FCRP for Misery UG would be submitted.
 
Ması,̀
 
Ryan Fequet, M.Sc., PMP. (he/him, why it matters)
Executive Director
Wek'èezhìı Land and Water Board

#1-4905 48th St. |Yellowknife, NT | X1A 3S3
t. 867.765.4589 | m. 867.446.2337
email| www.wlwb.ca|
 
c

 
I recognize I am privileged to live, work, and play on the traditional territories and homeland of the
Dene, Inuit, and Metis peoples of the Northwest Territories. I am grateful for the opportunity to learn
and for the generous sharing of Traditional Knowledge, wisdom, and ways of knowing. As a settler on
this land, I confirm my commitment to actively work against colonialism and to support Indigenous
self-determination and jurisdiction in this territory and across Canada.

 
WELL BEING NOTICE: Receiving this email outside of your normal working hours? Managing work and
life responsibilities is unique for everyone. I have sent this email at a time that works for me. Please
respond at a time that works for you. All correspondence to the Board, including emails, letters,
faxes, and attachments, may be posted to the public registry.

 
 
From: Spencer Oppal (CA) <spencer.oppal@pwc.com>
Sent: July 21, 2026 2:00 PM
To: Ryan Fequet <rfequet@wlwb.ca>
Cc: Morag Cooper (CA) <morag.c.cooper@pwc.com>; David Bryan (CA) <david.j.bryan@pwc.com>;
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Marie-Eve Cyr <mecyr@wlwb.ca>; Kassandra DeFrancis <kdefrancis@wlwb.ca>; Christopher
Palimaka (CA) <christopher.p.palimaka@pwc.com>
Subject: Re: Ekati Diamond Mine Receivership - Letter to Wek’eezhii Land and Water Board

 

Hi Ryan,

Just seeing the availabilities noted in your email below. Our team would like to take you up on 
your offer and schedule a call for tomorrow between 12:30 and 1:30 PM, if that window is still 
available.

Otherwise, we also have availability next Wednesday afternoon - would 2:00 PM work for you 
and your team?

Thank you,
Spencer
 
 
--
Spencer Oppal, CPA, CIRP, LIT
PwC | Vice President | Deals
spencer.oppal@pwc.com
+1 604 360 2124
PricewaterhouseCoopers Inc., LIT
250 Howe Street, Suite 1400, Vancouver, BC V6C 3S7
pwc.com/ca
 

 

From: Spencer Oppal (CA) <spencer.oppal@pwc.com>
Sent: July 21, 2026 8:05 AM
To: Ryan Fequet <rfequet@wlwb.ca>
Cc: Morag Cooper (CA) <morag.c.cooper@pwc.com>; David Bryan (CA) <david.j.bryan@pwc.com>;
Marie-Eve Cyr <mecyr@wlwb.ca>; Kassandra DeFrancis <kdefrancis@wlwb.ca>; Christopher
Palimaka (CA) <christopher.p.palimaka@pwc.com>
Subject: Re: Ekati Diamond Mine Receivership - Letter to Wek’eezhii Land and Water Board

 
Good morning Ryan,
 
Thank you your email below.
 
In addition to our letter, we wanted to advise that work is progressing rapidly on
decommissioning of the Misery Underground (MUG) and taking out the all equipment and
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pumps. As there was no approved closure plan for MUG, the crew are following the approved
FCRP for the Panda, Koala and Koala North U/G which would very similar in nature.

 We are hoping to get formal approval on your end from as once we complete this work, crews
will not be able to go back in the underground for safety reasons. The Receiver will also
continue to closure of the portal once we have confirmed that re-entry is not required.

 I have attached the following documents for information in this regard:

 Closure Checklist

Signed Closure Checklists for the following levels
1875

1900

1925

1950

Shifter sequence of events

MUG Final Closure Plan M1875 Decline to 1950 shop

 Please advise if you need anything further or would like to set up a call,

Thank you,
Spencer
 

--

Spencer Oppal, CPA, CIRP, LIT

PwC | Vice President | Deals
spencer.oppal@pwc.com
+1 604 360 2124
PricewaterhouseCoopers Inc., LIT
250 Howe Street, Suite 1400, Vancouver, BC V6C 3S7
pwc.com/ca

 

From: Ryan Fequet <rfequet@wlwb.ca>
Sent: July 20, 2026 9:23 AM
To: Spencer Oppal (CA) <spencer.oppal@pwc.com>
Cc: Morag Cooper (CA) <morag.c.cooper@pwc.com>; David Bryan (CA) <david.j.bryan@pwc.com>;
Marie-Eve Cyr <mecyr@wlwb.ca>; Kassandra DeFrancis <kdefrancis@wlwb.ca>; Ryan Fequet
<rfequet@wlwb.ca>
Subject: RE: Ekati Diamond Mine Receivership - Letter to Wek’eezhii Land and Water Board
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K'omo ̨ǫ̀dǫǫ̀ hoız̨ı ̨(Good morning) Spencer et al,

 

Appreciate the letter. Our team and legal counsel are revewing it right now and checking in on
a few things and identifying following up questions that we’ll turn around to you in the coming
days. The Board happens to have one of its regularly scheduled meetings tomorrow and
Wednesday so if there is any formal response to the letter please expect that by week’s end.

 

If there is any specific items that your team wishes to discuss in the near future, Board staff
can be available to meet this Wednesday afternoon and next week between Wednesday
afternoon and Friday. For communications moving forward, please include myself, Kassandra
DeFrancis (our Regulatory Manager), and Marie-Eve Cyr (our Ekati file lead) and address all
formal letter to the WLWB to the Chair, Mr. Mason Mantla.

 

Let us know if there’s anything you need.

 

Ması,̀

 

Ryan Fequet, M.Sc., PMP. (he/him, why it matters)

Executive Director

Wek'èezhìı Land and Water Board

#1-4905 48th St. |Yellowknife, NT | X1A 3S3

t. 867.765.4589 | m. 867.446.2337

email| www.wlwb.ca|
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c

 

I recognize I am privileged to live, work, and play on the traditional territories and homeland of the
Dene, Inuit, and Metis peoples of the Northwest Territories. I am grateful for the opportunity to learn
and for the generous sharing of Traditional Knowledge, wisdom, and ways of knowing. As a settler on
this land, I confirm my commitment to actively work against colonialism and to support Indigenous
self-determination and jurisdiction in this territory and across Canada.

 

WELL BEING NOTICE: Receiving this email outside of your normal working hours? Managing work and
life responsibilities is unique for everyone. I have sent this email at a time that works for me. Please
respond at a time that works for you. All correspondence to the Board, including emails, letters,
faxes, and attachments, may be posted to the public registry.

 

 

From: Spencer Oppal (CA) <spencer.oppal@pwc.com>
Sent: July 19, 2026 12:27 PM
To: Ryan Fequet <rfequet@wlwb.ca>
Cc: Morag Cooper (CA) <morag.c.cooper@pwc.com>; David Bryan (CA) <david.j.bryan@pwc.com>
Subject: Ekati Diamond Mine Receivership - Letter to Wek’eezhii Land and Water Board

 

IRONSCALES couldn't recognize this email as this is the first time you received an
email from this sender spencer.oppal @ pwc.com

 

Dear Ryan,

 

I am writing on behalf of PricewaterhouseCoopers Inc., ("PwC"), in its capacity as court-
appointed receiver of the companies that oversee the Ekati Diamond Mine, to provide the
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attached letter dated July 19, 2026, which is addressed to Chair Mason  Mantla regarding the
newly commenced receivership of the Ekati Diamond Mine and the related suspension of
active mining operations.

 

As you may be aware, PwC was appointed as receiver on July 14, 2026, pursuant to an order
of the Supreme Court of British Columbia. A copy of the Receivership Order is also attached
for reference.

 

The attached letter sets out the Receiver's current position that care and maintenance activities
can proceed under the existing Water License and Land Use Permits, and that a Care and
Maintenance Plan will be submitted to the Board in the coming weeks.

 

The letter also outlines the Receiver's anticipated next steps, including ongoing
communications with inspectors and the Board to support regulatory compliance during care
and maintenance.

 

We would welcome the opportunity to discuss the letter once the Wek’eezhii Land and Water
has had an opportunity to review it.

 

Kind regards,

Spencer

 

--

Spencer Oppal, CPA, CIRP, LIT

PwC | Vice President | Deals

spencer.oppal@pwc.com

+1 604 360 2124

 

 

on behalf of,
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PricewaterhouseCoopers Inc., 

Court-appointed Receiver of,

Arctic Canadian Diamond Company Ltd. and Burgundy Diamonds (Canada) Ltd.,

and not in its personal capacity

 

 

This e-mail is intended only for the person to whom it is addressed (the "addressee") and may
contain confidential and/or privileged material. Any review, retransmission, dissemination or
other use that a person other than the addressee makes of this communication is prohibited and
any reliance or decisions made based on it, are the responsibility of such person. We accept no
responsibility for any loss or damages suffered by any person other than the addressee as a
result of decisions made or actions taken based on this communication or otherwise. If you
received this in error, please contact the sender and destroy all copies of this e-mail. Ce
courriel est strictement réservé à l'usage de la personne à qui il est adressé (le destinataire). Il
peut contenir de l'information privilégiée et confidentielle. L'examen, la réexpédition et la
diffusion de ce message par une personne autre que son destinataire sont interdits. Nous
déclinons toute responsabilité à l'égard des pertes ou des dommages subis par une personne
autre que le destinataire par suite de décisions ou de mesures fondées sur le contenu de cette
communication ou autrement. Si vous avez reçu ce courriel par erreur, veuillez communiquer
avec son expéditeur et en détruire toutes les copies.

 

This e-mail is intended only for the person to whom it is addressed (the "addressee") and may
contain confidential and/or privileged material. Any review, retransmission, dissemination or
other use that a person other than the addressee makes of this communication is prohibited
and any reliance or decisions made based on it, are the responsibility of such person. We
accept no responsibility for any loss or damages suffered by any person other than the
addressee as a result of decisions made or actions taken based on this communication or
otherwise. If you received this in error, please contact the sender and destroy all copies of this
e-mail. Ce courriel est strictement réservé à l'usage de la personne à qui il est adressé (le
destinataire). Il peut contenir de l'information privilégiée et confidentielle. L'examen, la
réexpédition et la diffusion de ce message par une personne autre que son destinataire sont
interdits. Nous déclinons toute responsabilité à l'égard des pertes ou des dommages subis par
une personne autre que le destinataire par suite de décisions ou de mesures fondées sur le
contenu de cette communication ou autrement. Si vous avez reçu ce courriel par erreur,
veuillez communiquer avec son expéditeur et en détruire toutes les copies.



This e-mail is intended only for the person to whom it is addressed (the "addressee") and may
contain confidential and/or privileged material. Any review, retransmission, dissemination or
other use that a person other than the addressee makes of this communication is prohibited and
any reliance or decisions made based on it, are the responsibility of such person. We accept no
responsibility for any loss or damages suffered by any person other than the addressee as a
result of decisions made or actions taken based on this communication or otherwise. If you
received this in error, please contact the sender and destroy all copies of this e-mail. Ce
courriel est strictement réservé à l'usage de la personne à qui il est adressé (le destinataire). Il
peut contenir de l'information privilégiée et confidentielle. L'examen, la réexpédition et la
diffusion de ce message par une personne autre que son destinataire sont interdits. Nous
déclinons toute responsabilité à l'égard des pertes ou des dommages subis par une personne
autre que le destinataire par suite de décisions ou de mesures fondées sur le contenu de cette
communication ou autrement. Si vous avez reçu ce courriel par erreur, veuillez communiquer
avec son expéditeur et en détruire toutes les copies. 


